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Fox-free islands provide the best long-term opportunity to 
save this species from extinction. A trial release was conducted 
on Churchill Island (off the coast of Phillip Island), which is part 
of Phillip Island Nature Parks, in August 2015. The success of 
this trial has given us the confidence to release EBBs to the 
much larger Phillip Island. 

Why do we need to save the Bandicoot?
EBBs are unique to Victoria and one of our rarest animals. Its 
near extinction is a result of predation by foxes and the loss of 
99% of its native grassland habitat.

Why release on Phillip Island?
The release of endangered species into the 
Nature Parks has been identified as a desired 
action in major planning documents that were 
developed in consultation with staff, major 
stakeholders and the community. These include 
Phillip Island Nature Parks’ Strategic Plan 2012-
2017 and Environment Plan 2012-2017.

An external review conducted by the IUCN 
Conservation Breeding Specialist Group found that releasing the 
EBB onto a large fox-free island is the only course of action that 
may result in reasonable prospects for the long-term survival of 
the species. 

What did the Churchill Island trial show?
Churchill Island was used to evaluate the suitability of the local 
conditions for EBBs and to demonstrate to the community 
what they might expect from an EBB release. 

Bandicoots successfully established on Churchill Island growing 
from 20 animals to about 120 in two years. The population has 
stopped growing and has stabilised at around this number. 

There have been no negative effects on the island’s habitats 

caused by EBBs. In fact there have been positive effects 

recorded; diggings have reduced soil compaction, and we have 

seen improved nutrient and water infiltration. The tell-tale signs 

of EBBs foraging are subtle, but visitors can readily come to 

Churchill Island and see for themselves.

What will happen during the release?
Up to 100 EBBs will be released onto the Summerland Peninsula at 

the western end of Phillip Island in October 2017. These EBBs will 

come from Churchill Island, Woodlands Historic Park, Hamilton 

Community Parkland and the Zoos Victoria’s captive 

breeding program. Each EBB will be treated for 

disease and parasites prior to release and some will 

be radio-tagged. Radio-tracking will occur during 

the day to locate nesting sites and monitor 

survival. EBBs will also be caught regularly to 

monitor their body condition and overall health. 

Researchers will assess how the EBBs behave, what 

they eat, where they live, and what impact they have 

on the island’s flora, fauna and amenity. 

Could the release fail?
The presence of feral cats on Phillip Island is the greatest threat 

to the successful establishment of Eastern Barred Bandicoots.  

Bandicoots are not just vulnerable to fox predation, they are 

also vulnerable to feral cat predation and a disease that cats 

spread in the environment, called Toxoplasmosis. While every 

attempt is being made to reduce the feral cat population on 

Summerland Peninsula, the release could be unsuccessful. The 

release has been timed to coincide with the return of short-

tailed shearwaters, an abundant alternative prey species for 

cats, which should maximise successful establishment.
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The mainland Eastern Barred Bandicoot (EBB) is 
extinct in the wild, as a result of predation by foxes 
and the loss of almost its entire native habitat. 

They live a solitary, secretive life foraging in open grasslands at night and resting in a 
shallow, cryptic nest during the day, usually in areas containing trees or shrubs. 

They are difficult to spot and the only sign of their presence is their small foraging 
digs. In Victoria the EBB Recovery Team have built three reserves on the mainland surrounded 
by fox-proof fences, totalling 800 ha, and released EBBs to fox-free Churchill Island. These 
locations are the only places in Victoria where EBBs can now be found. 
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Who will be in charge of the release?
The release will be run by Phillip Island Nature Parks and 
supported by the Eastern Barred Bandicoot Recovery 
Team, which includes representatives from, in alphabetical 
order: Conservation Volunteers Australia, Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP), Mt Rothwell 
Biodiversity Interpretation Centre, National Trust of Australia, 
Parks Victoria, the University of Melbourne, Tiverton Property 
Partnering and Zoos Victoria.

Where else has re-population been tried?
Re-population has been attempted on the mainland at 8 
different sites over the last 28 years as well as at Churchill 
Island. Success has been varied due to the difficulties of 
controlling foxes. We currently have populations at:

 Mt Rothwell: a 420 ha privately-owned reserve near Geelong, 
surrounded by a fox-proof fence. EBBs were released in 2004 
and an estimated 1,000 now live across the reserve. 

 Woodlands Historic Park: a 280 ha reserve north of 
Melbourne Airport, surrounded by a predator-proof 
fence and managed by Parks Victoria and Conservation 
Volunteers Australia. EBBs were released here in 2012, and 
the population is increasing with about 500 animals found 
across the reserve.

 Hamilton Community Parklands: a 100 ha reserve in 
Hamilton, surrounded by a fox-proof fence and managed by 
the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning. 
This population is currently about 50 EBBs and growing.

 Churchill Island: a 52 ha island separated from Phillip Island 
by a 100 m long bridge and predator resistant gate. EBBs 
were released in 2015 and number about 120.

Why not create a fox-free  
area on the mainland?
Building fox-proof fences can cost up to $40,000 per km and 
daily fence checks and maintenance are required to maintain 
the fence’s integrity. To protect the EBB from extinction, 
thousands of hectares of fenced land would be required. This 
amount of land and funding is not likely to be available at any 
time in the future.

How can I see an EBB?
Bandicoots are very inconspicuous animals and are easily 
overlooked. This is because they only come out at night and do 
not form groups. Your best chance of spotting one is by torch 
in cleared areas at night, when they are most active. 

What do they eat?
EBBs eat soil invertebrates such as beetle larvae and worms, 
surface invertebrates such as crickets and millipedes and some 
fallen fruit and onion grass bulbs.

Will they eat native orchid bulbs?
EBBs are primarily insectivorous and only eat small amounts 
of plants, such as bulbs of onion grass and fallen orchard fruit. 
Studies of their diet at a number of release sites have not found 
any indication that they eat native orchids, despite the native 
grasslands where they live being rich in orchids, indicating that 
the two can coexist.

Will they become a pest?
EBB monitoring at release sites over the last 28 years has 
revealed seasonal fluctuations in population size and number 
of young born. This is most likely due to fluctuations in 
resource availability. Densities are typically 1-2 EBBs per hectare 
and there have been no reports where the species has been 
considered to be overabundant. On neighbouring Churchill 
Island densities have levelled off at about 2 EBBs per hectare.

Will they cause any damage to the island?
EBBs do not graze or browse and leave very little sign of their 
presence besides small conical foraging digs that are rarely 
more than 5 cm deep. There have been no reports of EBBs 
negatively impacting natural habitats and it is important to 
remember that this vulnerable species needs assistance as it is 
currently extinct in the wild.

Why aren’t you releasing Southern Brown 
Bandicoots on Phillip Island?
The Southern Brown Bandicoot is included in the Phillip 
Island Nature Parks’ Environment Plan 2012 -2017. The risk of 
extinction is higher for the EBB, therefore priority has been 
given to this species of bandicoot.

How can I find out more?  
www.penguins.org.au or call 5951 2804.
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