
Phillip Island Nature Parks Conservation Update – September to November 2019   1 
 

  

CONSERVATION UPDATE  
September to November 2019 

Jessica McKelson, Conservation Manager and Team 

 

HABITAT MANAGEMENT 

Pest control 

Foxes 

We have continued the partnership between Parks Victoria and the Nature Parks for ‘fox baiting and 

management’ across the Anderson Peninsula, using contractors to create and maintain a viable buffer 

zone to minimise the migration of foxes onto Phillip Island. This is an annual program carried out 3 

times per year. 

During the last few months, a 6-week fox baiting program has commenced with initial indications 

suggesting reduced levels of activity compared with previous years. A new spatially explicit model 

developed by an external colleague is being trialled to predict the population dynamics of the fox 

population in the buffer zone at various levels of baiting intensities.   

Additionally, fox scat monitoring at San Remo with Detection Dogs pre and post Anderson Peninsula 

baiting program has been actioned as a follow up to the baiting program to detect the effectiveness of 

the program.  

Rabbits 

• A full-time rabbit pest control position with Bass Coast Landcare has been multi-funded by the 

Nature Parks, Bass Coast Shire Council and Westernport Water to tackle rabbit pressures on 

Phillip Island. This multi stakeholder funded approach to introduce the rabbit strategy focuses 

on key habitat hotspots.  

• Rabbit warren fumigation continues along the Ramsar coastline at Swan Bay. 

 

Feral Cats Tracking study update. 

Feral cats are recognised as a key threat to many species of Australian wildlife through predation and 

the spread of disease. The Nature Parks aims to eliminate the threat of feral cats on the environment 

of Phillip Island.  The Nature Parks has concluded the first research project in Victoria to track the 

movements of feral cats since the Victorian government declared feral cats as an established pest (in 

July 2018). 

The feral cat tracking project has two main purposes:  

1. To identify the key habitats that feral cats use within the Nature Parks and French Island National 

Park; and  

2. Determine how detectable feral cats are using current camera traps and spotlighting monitoring 

techniques.   
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The data gained from this tracking study will inform the team on how we refine our targeted feral cat 

control. By understanding and locating where a feral cat travels through a camera trapping array, and 

where it is or isn’t detected, will vastly improve our understanding of feral cat detectability.  This is 

needed to improve estimates of feral cat numbers, which is essential for an effective control program 

and improves our knowledge on what biodiversity is vulnerable. 

The trapping program concluded on the 27th July having trapped a total of 19 feral cats including six 

which where collared and monitored throughout the program.   

Using the ability to remotely download data from the (Telemetry Solutions Quantum 4000) GPS 

collars, information was able to be retrieved periodically throughout the program.  This ensures that 

data would not be completely lost if a collar was not able to be retrieved.  The VHF ability of the 

collars also allowed field staff to confirm each of the collared cat’s locations and that they remained 

within the study area. 

These hot spots assisted field staff to implement an intensive, targeted trapping session to retrieve 

the cats and collars.  Within the two-week period all six collared cats were retrieved either by trapping 

or ground shooting. 

 

The Feral cat tracking project preliminary results conclude-  

• Cats remain close to the coast, and in the southern granite headlands they appear to have 

significant overlap in home ranges.  

• Hot spots indicate feral cats prefer the more wooded habitat of the east coast (Quarry track 

area).    

 

 

Figure - Diagrammatic representation of the six collared cats’ home ranges. 
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Figure - Representation of the six collared cats’ ‘hot spots” 
(Data analysis/manipulation: Ross Holmberg and Harley Schinagl)  

 

 
Figure - Diagrammatic representation of GPS data points for each of the six collared cats. 
 
 

• A total of 7 feral cats were removed from Phillip Island from areas including Cape Woolamai 

and a property adjacent to the coastline of Woolshed Bight on the North Coast, bringing the 

total to 30 cats trapped this financial year.  
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Coastal / Wetland Management 

Crimson Berry 
Monitoring cameras have been set up on Crimson Berry plants on the South coast of Phillip Island 

between Gap Road and YCW beach aiming to determine the level of predation pressure experienced 

by the plants. Upon discovering many instances of wallaby browsing, the plants have been fenced to 

protect this threatened species. 

 

Woodlands & Fire Management 

• General ‘Fit for Fire’ medicals with our General Firefighters (GFF) rangers are now completed 

and ready for the task based assessment with DELWP and Parks Victoria in early December. 

 

• A refresher for general fire fighters’ qualifications was carried out with GFF rangers on the 

20th November with DEWLP and Forest Fire Management.   

 

• Currently the environment rangers are preparing for the fire season by clearing fire breaks, 

task based assessments and fire breaks slashing program.   

 

• Noncompliance/illegal vandalism have occurred recently with trees being cut down at 

Harbison Road and a few forced entries into the Reserves. Damaged is reported at Oswin 

Roberts & Pyramid Rock. These incidents have been reported to Police and the BCSC. 
 
 

MARINE MANAGEMENT 

Penguins 

• The spring breeding season is going well. Most penguin nests are now occupied with eggs 

and chicks, young and old. While it is common to have penguin nests at different breeding 

stages at the same, this year has been unusual with a much higher proportion of nests at 

different breeding stages.  

• Penguins are taking shorter trips than last year to find food and penguin weights are still 

increasing. Penguins at the Parade during incubation have been foraging in front of the 

desalination plant in Wonthaggi. The team is monitoring penguin’s behaviour and foraging 

success to detect any changes due to the increased salinity around the desalination plant 

outflow.  

 

   
 

Figure 1& 2 - Comparison of penguin foraging zone in 2018 and 2019 during incubation. This season 
(2019), penguins are foraging closer to Phillip Island. Short trips are a good sign that so far the 

breeding season is going better than last year. 
 



Phillip Island Nature Parks Conservation Update – September to November 2019   5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The average number of penguins crossing the beach at the Penguin Parade (graph above) in October 
2019 was 1520 penguins/night, an astonishing 55% higher than the same time in the previous year 
(978 penguins/night).  
 Penguins are still making shorter trips than last year, while adult weights are still increasing (see 
figures below). Chicks are fledging with weights above average. After the low breeding success last 
year, this good penguin breeding (so far) is welcome news. 

 

 

Adults penguin weights are increasing well above the long term average. The green line is the daily 
average while the purple line is the weekly average. 
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Seals 

Entanglements and Bins on Boats 

During two trips out to Seal Rocks in September and October, seven Australian fur seals were 

counted entangled in marine debris and five were rescued and the entanglement removed.  

• Five were trawl net (green) and two were plastic rings 

• One seal with trawl net and one with a plastic ring were not able to be captured.  

• The team from the Cowes Victorian Fisheries Authority supported the trip and helped with the 

rescues. 

  

Bec and Roger after disentangling 4 out of 4 fur seals (left) and one of the pups (female) being 

rescued from its neck entanglement (right). 

 

In September, we attended the Seafood Directions Conference 2019 in Melbourne to present on the 

‘Bins on Boats’ project being performed in partnership with the South East Trawl Fishing Industry 

Association (SETFIA) and funded by the Victorian Government. The presentation was a great 

success and take-home messages for the Conservation team were that the fishing industry 

overwhelmingly share our concerns over plastics in the ocean, climate change, ecosystem shifts in 

the food web as well as fostering community support and maintaining social licence. It was a terrific 

and successful relationship building experience. 
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Figure - Opening slide for our presentation at Seafood Directions Conference 2019 showing an 

Australian fur seal entangled in green trawl net and San Remo fisherman Luke Hill onboard the ‘Metis’ 

with one of our bins. 

 

Short-tailed Shearwaters 

This year the shearwaters arrived on Phillip Island about ten days later than usual. From our visits to 
the colony so far this season it appears relatively few birds have returned to the breeding colonies, 
although there have been more and more birds in the colony each time. Those birds that have 
returned have been in average body condition.   
 
Despite all this, good size flocks of shearwaters have been observed offshore, and there has been no 
evidence of local mortality events.   

 

THREATENED SPECIES UPDATE 

Hooded Plovers 

The Hooded Plover breeding season has begun! Volunteers are on the ground keeping an eye out for 
Hooded Plovers, Thinornis rubricollis, across Phillip Island. If you see any Hooded Plovers outside 
refuge areas (e.g. fenced areas with signs) please let the Hooded Plover Team know at 
hoodie@penguins.org.au 

 

Bush Stone Curlews 

Nature Parks took part in a Bush stone-curlew release program with the Mid-Loddon Landcare 
Network near Bendigo in September. Unfortunately, the release program was unsuccessful due to 
foxes being present in the area and the birds not surviving. We will continue to work closely with other 
stakeholders across Victoria to help bring the species back into Victoria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:hoodie@penguins.org.au
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Eastern Barred Bandicoots 

The recovery team returned to the Summerland Peninsula, almost 2 years since bandicoots were first 
released at this site. A team of veterinarians from Zoos Victoria joined us to test for the disease 
toxoplasmosis in the population. In the 3 nights we captured 48 different individuals, 13 of which were 
caught for the first time and saw 14 pouch young with the females. This shows the population is 
continuing to breed and persists in the presence of feral cats. 
 
On 10th October we collected 40 bandicoots (16 females, 24 males) from Churchill Island for 
translocation to French Island. They were healthy and disease screened and joined 16 bandicoots 
from the Zoos Victoria captive breeding program. On 11th October, all 56 were released at Blue 
Gums, French Island National Park, a significant milestone for the recovery of this species and for the 
Phillip Island Nature Parks’ threatened species program 
 

 
 
Figure 1,2,3 – Pre check of Eastern barred bandicoots at French Island before the release. 
 

Threatened species Day 

National Threatened Species Day is commemorated across the country on the 7th September (the 

date the last known Thylacine died in captivity) We marked this occasion by participating in the 

National Threatened Species Bake Off with a morning tea the day before where many staff and 

volunteers brought in their threatened species themed desserts  

The Nature Parks entry (an Eastern barred bandicoot cake) received a special mention from the 

Threatened Species Commissioner on social media - great exposure for our Threatened Species 

Program. Staff and volunteers also raised over $100 for self-funded Bush stone-curlew breeders in 

NSW who are working to save this threatened species from extinction. 

 

Figure – Celebrating Threateend Species Day 
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WILDLIFE REHABILITATION & MANAGEMENT 

Koalas 

The new joey is 10 months old and is sexed as a male. He is now being seen to move away from his 

mother and feeding independently. A naming competition for this new male family member has 

concluded and we are waiting on the final result.   

The team have started to work with Westernport Water and gain access to the plantation at the end of 

King Road, Bass, to take the pressure off the koala plantations at Nature Parks and provide an 

alternative food option.  

 

Figure – The new male joey being health checked and weighed 

 

Wildlife Clinic 

• From 1st September to 23rd November, the team have responded to approximately 265 calls 

relating to wildlife rescue. These calls related to 29 different species of animals indigenous to 

Phillip Island including mammals, birds and reptiles. 

• Spring is a busy time with animals breeding, ducklings and other chicks become separated 
from their parents. This season we have been able to pair up several groups of Pacific black, 
Wood, Chestnut teal and Shelducklings with foster duck families.  

 

• A Tawaki (Fiordland crested penguin) came to us via the staff at Melbourne Zoo where the 
bird was treated in critical care for a period. It then was transferred to the Wildlife Clinic to 
recover and was released here at Summerland beach a month after coming into care.  

 

   

Figure 1 – Pacific Black Duck; Figure 2 – Fiordland crested penguin release 



Phillip Island Nature Parks Conservation Update – September to November 2019   10 
 

VOLUNTEERS / STUDENTS 

Volunteer hours from 1 September to 22 November 2019 – A big thank you to all our volunteers 
for their dedication and commitment into our conservation activities.   
430 hours in the Threatened species programs have been clocked up!  

• 56 hours for the Hooded Plover Watch  

• 374 hours for the Eastern barred bandicoot research.   
 
Additional conservation volunteer hours for other key programs include: 

• 19 hours in Sunderland Bay Surf Beach Coast Action Group  

• 793 hours in general conservation (planting, weed removal, wildlife foster carers etc)  

• Barb Martin Bushbank – 300 hours per month  
 
 
YOUTH WILDLIFE AMBASSADORS  
 
The Nature Parks, with support from the Foundation for National Parks and Wildlife, recently launched 
the Youth Wildlife Ambassador Program on National Threatened Species Day. This program aims to 
get youth involved in our volunteering programs to protect nature for wildlife and inspire people to act. 
The ambassadors have a calendar of volunteer activities they can get involved with that will help us 
with everything from Eastern barred bandicoot trapping, revegetation activities, to visitor experience. 
We ask that you help us welcome them to the program and say hi if you see them around. 
 

 

Figure – Youth Wildlife Ambassadors 

 
 
PENGUIN HABITAT  
 
On Friday 13 September, the Nature Parks Staff, Volunteers and Community had a planting day at 
the Penguin Parade. Forty people planted 1,350 trees and shrubs. Together with the new penguin 
boxes, this area will soon become penguin habitat. This is part of the habitat restoration project that is 
aiming to achieve the rehabilitation of over 6 hectares of habitat for penguins and other native wildlife 
that live here. Thank you to everyone that came along, helping us with this achievement. 

 
NEW WATER MONITORING – CITIZEN SCIENCIST PROGRAM  

 
We now have a new opportunity for citizen scientists across Phillip Island to monitor the health of our 
waterways. In this role, citizen scientists will monitor water quality, assess habitat condition and 
species (such as frogs) in our wetlands and waterways on Phillip Island. This plays a really important 
role to assess how water quality is changing over time, which may impact flora and fauna. So far, six 
citizen scientists have started in this role.  

 



Phillip Island Nature Parks Conservation Update – September to November 2019   11 
 

MEDIA/PR 

National Light Pollution Guidelines for Wildlife Including marine turtles, seabirds and 
migratory shorebirds – features Phillip Island as a success story 

 
To address light pollution challenges with wildlife and migratory species, the Department of the 
Environment and Energy is developing draft National Light Pollution Guidelines for Wildlife including 
Marine Turtles, Seabirds and Migratory Shorebirds. It will provide a framework for assessing and 
managing these impacts around susceptible listed wildlife. 

Phillip Island is featured as one of three success stories of research on light pollution and its 

practical application. 

https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/migratory-species/draft-national-light-pollution-
guidelines 

 

Media Coverage 
 

• Rehab and release of Fiordland penguin achieved in excess of 200 individual pieces of media 
coverage on TV, online, radio and social media, both locally and internationally 

• The release of Eastern Barred bandicoots onto French Island achieved 78 pieces of media 
coverage on TV, online, and social media 

• Live radio interview conducted with Dr Peter Dann by BBC World on the restoration of 
penguin habitat and the Summerland Peninsula buyback 

• Mobile cat desexing program achieved 8 pieces of coverage on online and social media 

 

GRANTS / EXTERNAL FUNDING 

 
• Penguin Foundation and the Bank of Melbourne have sponsored a new penguin weighbridge 

on the north coast of the Summerland Peninsula. This 3 year sponsorship to get the 
weighbridge installed and operational with the aim is to gain critical information on the weights 
of the penguins and learn more about the feeding habits and diets. These penguins forage in 
other locations to penguins at the Parade.  

 

https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/migratory-species/draft-national-light-pollution-guidelines
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/migratory-species/draft-national-light-pollution-guidelines

