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ENVIRONMENNEWS; Decenber 2016

Dr Roz Jessop, Environment Manager and Jarvis Weston, Ranger in Charge

Environmentstrategies2012-16

The key values of the Nature Parks need to be protected within the framework of an increasingly

urbanised and recreain driven environment. Ecosystems can be fragmented over time due to the

pressures from development and decreased amounts of open space close to townships for recreation

as well as changes in agricultural practices. Increased urbanisation on Philligdganitlaps the
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contributors to fragmentation of natural areas and ecosystems on the Island. In order to protect the
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strategies as well as area based plans and strong partnerships between management agencies and

the communityare essential.

PEST PLANTS
Park Wide Weed management

With a good spring growing seasareed managementctivitiesbefore Christmasiave
concentratal on the containment and reduion of seedng, particularlyby weeds withwindblown
seeds such as thistlemcludingVariegated Thistl&ilybum marianumSpear Thistl€irsium vulgare
and SlendéShoreThistleCarduus pycnocephalughesehave beerthe main thisle speciesvhich
have beerinvadng woodlands andpen, nutrient rich environment®f penguin and shearwater
habitat Containment of grass weeds is vital to have any hope of long term control therefore all
known infestations ofChilean Needle Gragsthe Park have been treated as part of a coordinated
islandwide response with LandcarBass Coast Shire CoundiicRoads and landholders. Another
follow-up for Serrated Tussock was conducted in the old SummeHauasdingEstateto find and
treat late germimntsbefore they spread seed

=

TreatedSerrated Tussodk former Summerland Estate Variegatest/€ on the south coast

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directior2.2 Facilitate cqoperative approaches to islang
wide environmental mangement
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REVEGETATIOMOLUNTEERS

Planting season has now come to an end. This financial year so far we have managed to get in just
under 28, 000 indigenous plants and trees acrosd\aeire ParksWe will now start preparing for
seed collection over the sumer months.

Over the last month athe planting season we have hostémts of volunteers, which enabled us to
get lots of plants out of the nursery and into the grournithanks to all of them for their contribution
to the ongoing improvement of habitatithin the Nature Parks.

RACYV planting day is becoming an annual event where the members and staff have a chance to get
together and give back to the environmeittis year w set up two revegtation sites one &

. § NINgadh andbne at Fishers \tlandfor the planning day heldn Saturday 29 of October. We

had a great turn out with over 50 volunteers and managed to gef3B(/plants over the two sites
(picture below) It was the second RACV day for the year and we look forward to two again next
year.

Last week we saw the last university group for yiear, being Monash Biological@ety. They
helped witha few projects ovea few different sites. Weediork was done aroundhe Ramsarcoast
(Observation Point and Rhyll to Newhavemyulching athe KC@nd planting at Fishers &tand.

Surf Beach Sunderlan@yCoastcare Groupasbeen busy along the south codstore details in
coasts report.)

Friends of Kalaswill be helping out Bushbank nursery this month.

RACV members and staff assistivith revegetation at Berrys Beach.
More information on volunteering with the group and projects can be found on their Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SurBeachSunderlaneBayCoastcare
Group/1537561176526761

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directior2.2 Facilitate cqoperative approaches to islang
wide environmental managemenand 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared resiiaifisy
for conservation
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PEST ANIMALS
Foxes

Islandwide baitingis still underway and will conclude just before Christmas. Detection Dogs are
surveying urban and petirban areas of the island as foxes commonly occur in built up areasd
Melbourne. otlight surveys and infreed camerasurveys continue.

Please call 041869365 if you have seen a fox on Phillip Island

Cats

To date in 2016/17 a total ofi4eral cats have been removed from Phillip Islafdthreeweek
trappingprogramaround Senic EstatéConservation Resendid not result in any feral cats being
caught. The program will now concentrate on the coastline towards Rhyll.

Rabbits

Phillip Island has been seledtas an official release site for the new strain of caliciviRi$OKbdue
to be releasedn March This oncén-a-generation opportunity wiltequire collaborationbetween
community and land managers to monittine impactsafter the releaseand provides the
opportunity to implement traditional control methods such as vearripping and baiting in rural
zones to furthereduce thesurviving populationsSpotlight nonitoring of the rabbit population will
occur before and after the release to gauge its effectiveness.

Beau Fahnle
We are sayinfpon-voyageto Fox Project Gicer Beau Fahnle who has taken up a positioGape
Sanctuary in New Zealardtp://www.lowecorp.co.nz/conservation/index.htm
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contribution to the Ramsar and fox eradication programs and has also been working hard on the

rabbit control program in conjunction with Landcare which has resulted in the island being selected

as an official release sifor the new strain of calicivirus. Thanks Beau.

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directior2.2 Facilitate cqoperative approaches to islargd
wide environmental managemenand 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared responsibility
for conservation

HOODED PLOVHERASTERNinorniscucullatusEPBC listed as Vulnerable)

Breeding summary to 6/10/12: theteavebeen 14 nests 33 eggs and 3 chigkshicks by 27/11/16)
There are five active nests; 3 chicks at Anchorabari®l eggs aBerry BeachHutchson Beach
BellaVistaRoadand a new site at Justice Road.

An exciting step forward in the management of Hooded PlewarPhillip Island wathe
appointmentof Daniel Leeas theWWooded Plover Rangdor the nextsix monthsHe begarwork
on the 25/10/16 organising a volunteer workshdpr 10/12/16to reinvigoratecommunity
involvement in Hooded Plover Watchhe position has begpartly fundedthroughthe Penguin
Foundation.

Danhas a wealth of bird experience particularly shorebirds iaffishishing of aPhD with Pragssor
Mike Weston on Redapped PloverdHis Honours projectwason Masked Lapwingndhe has
worked part time for BirdLifeAustraliaas a Beach ésting Birds Project Officerhere hehelped
manage Beach Nesting Bird portal data &iad asisted with running training days and workshops
amongst other duties
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Dan monitoringhe Hutchison Beachest01/12/16 Just hatched Anchorage Rd chicks 25/11/16

The November islandiide countwas conducted on 14/11/16 and the totaf 47 hoodies wathe
highest forl6 yearsf monitoring, up steadily fronalow ofjust22 birdsin 2001.The survey was
part ofthe BirdLife Australia stateride biennial countvhich meant a lot of extra paperwork in
windy conditiors for the volunteersMany thanks to all wh attended and as you can see from the
graph produced a great result.

Hooded Plover - Phillip Island

(November survey)
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TheBassCoastShire CouncilHooded Plover Strated$teering Committeéhad its first meetingo
coordinate hoodie management across the Bass Coast. Shire

Dave Martin the Natural Resourcesfticer for the shire, hasolled out new signage for Bass Coast
managed beaches on Phillip IslaAd. well as A4 signage for beach access points twereoth A3
and larger beach signage along with rope fencing

Hopefully these neat signs will help Hooded Plover Watch volunteers educate the public about
coexistence with beach nesting birds.
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Meeting the Nature Parks strategic direction®.1 Strenghen the protection of natural assets, 2.2
Facilitate c@operative approaches to islangivide environmental management2.5 Build
conservation criteria into decision making and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared
responsibility for conservation

KOALAS

November and December are busy months at the Koala Conservation Gt November is
traditionally the month during which we attempt to catch all of our koalas for their annual health
check. We managed to catch 75% of our koalas, and all were wieighe head measurements

taken, teeth wear, muscle tone and eyes checked, and female koalas had their pouches examined
for joeys. In addition, this year we enlisted the assistandéevdenny Hibble from Newhaven
Veterinary Clinic to help us obtain sampifor testing swabs were taken and tested for Chlamydia,
and blad taken to test for koala retrovirus. Rtesting suggests that theajority ofchlamydia

tests will be negative, but results are not yet in for the retrovirus te$is.date, no positi results

for retrovirus have been isolated on Phillip Island.

December is the month where woodland reserves are searched for koalas to give us some idea of
theislarR Q& LJ2 LJdzt | { A $ygkt helpdrétritide publf ko lhorte $ koala sightings mtyri

the first weekend in December as we do every five years to get a better picture of the total number
of koalas on the island. At the time of writing, woodland reserves had not been searchedlgnd

one koalahad beerreported by the pubic over the wed&end The overaltesuts will be presented

in the next Enviro News

TheWriends of the Koal@sontinue to support us with their monthigount of thekoalasin the KCC
Wg 2 2 R and sidghily habitat day activitiesnd have been involved with the koaatches and
island wide searchTheir assistance is greatly appreciated, and | encourage anyone interested to
come along and join iwith their activities.

KC&Environment Rangerazelcomereports of koalasightingson Phillip slandand are particularly
interested in the colour of any ear tags seen. Phone: ®3%2 1307

Koalas that live in the wild on Phillip Island cannot be caught and moved to another lodaghiVP
is responsible for the management of wildlgepulations Nature Park Rangers aaprovide advice
on protecting lalas butwill only attend if he koala is sick, injured or in danger. Koalas that are
removed due to health reasons are returned to the vicinity of their capture once they have
recovered, and those that need to be moved dadeing in a dangerous situation are moved to the
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closest safe placekoalas have home ranges that they inhatiitere theyknow the best treeshat
provide for their needs throughout the yeaso they need to remain in their home area.

Meeting the Natue Parks strategic direction2.2 Facilitate cqoperative approaches to islang
wide environmental managemenand 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared responsibility
for conservation

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION AND ANIMAL WELFARE

TheWildlife Rehabilitatio Rangers and Enviro Rangeave beerkeptbusy over the last couple of
monthscaring for arange ofsick or injuredwildlife. Therehavebeenwattlebirds, Cape Barren
Ceese, acouple ofAustralian Rlicars, Australian Magpies,rBshtail and Rhgtail Fossums,
Rainbow brikeets Silver @lls,Eastern Rosell&wamp Wallabies, GalagBhorttailed $iearwaters,
alLittle Raven, Masked Lapwing, an echidna, a White faeeohtand a Willy Wagtail, a Spotted
Parddote, a black swan, a Whiteeaded Petrel, a Pietbrmorant, a micrebat, a Kookaburra, a
Jaegeranda Bluetongued lizard Rangeralso responded to several catiats regardingbeach
washed Australian Fue8ls, and have cared fabout 24 Little Penguins

Oiled pelican reovering in the Clinic

After just over a month in carand several washes, the oiled Australiaiéan was finally able to be
releasedat Fshers Vétland in midOctober.

bl GdzZNB t I NJ] 4Q whbyguBl80Nals to\tieavildife/nBt & duringctober and
November

Currently there ardwo Little Penguins, oneaven two magpies, a jaeger, folnrushtail possuns
andthree ringtail possums, and a rainbow lorikeet chiglcare at the rehabilitation shelter.

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic diotions- 2.1 Strengthen the protection of natural asset?.2
Facilitate caoperative approaches to islarmgivide environmental management2.5 Build
conservation criteria into decision making and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared
responsibility for onservation
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COASAL/WETLAND MANAGEMENT

Sunderland Bay/Surf Beach CoaateGroup

On the November working bee deyB/SBG constructed and installed moveable exclusion coups in
heathland areas of Sunderland Bay. Rabbits are cassi@yedamage to heatland vegetation so

we are trialling this system of exclusion colfilasge cages) that can protect germinating plant
species such as triggplants, showyodolepsis, native terrestrial orchids and othardnerable
species

Exclusion coups to protect vulnerable plant species such as orchids

Sunday the 18 of Decembemvill be theirlastenvironment day for the year and will be celebrated at
the Surf Beach Community Park with a BBQ.

North East Coast Vegetation Management Plan

Oates Consultingzasthe successful consultatd undertake a Flora Survey and Vegetation
Management Plan for the NE Coast of Phillip Island. This survepweti the coastline from Rhyll
township, Swan Bay, Churchill Island anddfssand Newhaven wkindareas. This will complete
vegetationsurveys and vegetation management plaf@ the entire Nature Pak We are hopeful
that this will be completed by May, 201T7he vegetation survey will commence in the first week of
December.

Cape Woolamai

Strongwinds throughoutSeptember and October sanundation of sand into the WoolamBieach
car park. Terrafirma wereontractedfor one dayto move the majorityof the sand fronthe car park
back onto the beach in fra of the Surf Life Saving Chduse. A seaad day to clear sanérom the
car park, lookout/stairs and main access ramp was conduayddature Park staffThis was in
readinesdor hostingfive of the sixdays of surfing compéton of theAustralianJunior Surfing Titles
held during the event winow of November 27th to December 3rd
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Cape Woolamai walking trail ongoing maintenance
continuedwhich enabled the main loop track to be
LINSaSydSR ¢S t-Runtopafiest afdhe G
Shearwater Estival on Sunday the 2f November.

Fisherswetland

Fishers Wetlanttas be@ the focus of extensive
revegetationwork with many volunteers groups
including RACV and Monash umisity Biological Society
this year. The new bird hide is a great place to watch [
GKA&a &SFNDR&E ONRLI.2F RdzO| @

Forrest Caves :
After the recent upgrade to the boardwalk and lookout &=
at Forrest Caves, the makeover is now complete with
new interpretational signage erected very recently.

New interpretational signage at Forrest Caves

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic direction®.1 Strengthen the protection of natural assets and
2.5 Build conservation criteria into decision making

FIREX WOODLANDS

The Nature Paskhas commissioned Terramatrix to produce thature Park€Fire Management

Plan 2016 2021which is a strategic \el document} YR (2 | £ a2 dzLIRICRI&ofi KS Wt
hLISNI GA2yaQ R20dzySyid (2 NBTEtSOG OdNNBy G LINI OGA
burning. Terramatrix recently ran a presentation and discussion with sevemsitchalFre

Management PlanningCommittee members and with sever&lature Park staff. Changes discussed

in the meeting will be made and a final draft will be produced shortly.

—h

€

We have had foutllegalsmall fires around th&lature Parksecently with thefirst being anember in
the Nobbies boardialk, possibly from a cigarette bu#ind the other three have len old campfires
located at Pyramid RockCWBeach and Kitty Miller Baoar park. Please report any illegal fires to
the CFA or police immediately.

We have seda number of burn piles located &swin Roberts Reservand weedpiles at
Summerland, Cape Woolamai and the Koala Conservation Cémtreduce fuel loads in these areas
and promote germination of native specie& number of these actiorare part of workgo create
Asset Protection Zones around residenassecommended by our fire plans

Firebreak maintenance has occurred at €emrationHill - Mcllwraith Rd track, Conservation Hill,
CowesRhyll Road track, Oswin Roberts, Swan LR&rguin Parade, Swamake Summerland
PeninsulaRowell Swamp, Ventni&oala Reserve, Cape Woolamai andwWhestern Port Water
pump station. Firebreaks will continue to be monitored over the summer and redone if needed.

Staffrecentlycompleted an annal bushfire response excise and ensultantsKirkhamSmith,

several staff and external participants attended a Bushfire WilBl@spons&Vorkshopin
preparation for fire response this summer.
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CFA, BSC, the‘i(]afure Parnd Ibcal residents at a bushfire
information session in Silverleaves.

W

The CFA\ature Parkand Bass coast Shire Council receatigducted a public bushfire informatio
and ecological walk &ilverleave$o educate and inform redents how to reduce fire risk in an
environmentally sensitive area. Residents were also given information on how to prepare
themselves and their property on days of high fire risk.

The Nature Parkdreé Operations Plan 2012019 is availablat the following
link: http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservatigprograms/fire
management/

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directins- 2.1 Strengthen the protection of natural assets, 2)5
Build conservation criteria into decision making and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared
responsibility for conservation

GRANTS AND PROJECTS

1 Melbourne Water 216 ¢ We havereceived a grant fio$24970 to be used in 2016 for works
four wetlands. Works oBridal Creepeare nealy completed for the wetland sites this season as
RAOGFGSR 0@ (GuSandplihtiygiofvaodyowdssiSly domtractors is alsolpear

completed. If there isny money left over, it will go towards further spraying of Tall wheat grass

over summer. Staff andolunteershave been planting wetlandfgssland species over the past
two months as our irkind contribution to the grant at Fishers wetland.

1 Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management Authori¢Zaring for our Country,
Ramsar Grant}; Weed and vernm controlalong thePhillip IslandRamsacoastline (from Fishers
Wetland to Observation Poinhjascontinued as part of this gramd address the threatso flora
and fauna communities along this coagdtnewRamsar RangeRoger Whitelawhas been
appointed for the next 12 months that is pdtinded by thiggrant

1 DELWP Coastal Environment Program 2015¢Tkhe ardwalksand lookoutat Forrest Caves
havebeen upgradednd the Nobbiesower boardwalk has been removéa mitigate riskas part
of this grant programThese grant projects have now been closed out.

9 Penguin Foundation 2(/16 ¢ Funding fronthe Penguin Foundatiois beingused to conduct a
reseach project on the pst-releasesurvival of handaised mssuns from the Wildlife Clinic.
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We were recently notified that we were successful in applying for a gramt the Penguin
Foundationto assisthe Shearwater Rescue program in 2017.

9 Penguin Foundation 2016/1¢ fundinghas been obtainetb employ a fli-time Environment
Ranger for simonths over the summer period to assist with the Hooded Plover Protection
Program.

1 DELWP Wildlife Rehabilitatio@rants 2016/17c We have received $23,000 (+GST) from DELWP
for improvements to the wildlife clinic and contributions towards volunteer training. Training
sessions on wildlife handling will be advertised in local media when known.

RISKMANAGEMENT

A quaterly NatureParks wide risk audit was completed in November. Risks due to informal

structures and tracks beirgpnstructedin different areas of théature Rirks were identified.

Dismantling operations and physical barriers have been put in place to réueipetential risks

these create. The other main areas to target were around beach accesses and ensuring signage was
in good condition

Summerland Access over the Christmas New Year period

We are expecting the usual high level of visitation over thesGhas and New Year period to the

Penguin Parade, Nobbies Centre and Summerland Peninsula. Shuttle buses will run from the
Penguin Parade car park on 17 and 18 December, 24 December to 8 January and then each weekend
until the end of the school holidays late January.

The Australia Day long weekend will coincide with Chinese New Year on 29 January, so this period
will be particularly busy especially in the afternoons and evenings.

Please remind your visitors and friends to book to visit the Penguin @angatevent
disappointment. Bookings can be made o &t our web site or call in to the visitor centre.

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directior.1 Strengthen the protection of natural assets, 2,5
Build conservation criteria into decision madg and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared
responsibility for conservation
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KEY CONTACT PHONE NUMBERSENVIRONMENTAL ISSOUEPHILLIP ISLANIYVER SUMMER

Issue

Action

Report to:

Phone number

Fire, Police, Ambulance

In an emergency

CFA, Police,mbulance

000

Dog owners not obeying
regulatiorsor local bylaws
e.g. dog off lead; accessing
beach outside permitted
hours

KSO1 a2KSNB OFy L
brochure for jurisdiction boundaries
http://www.penguins.org.au/assets/Abo
ut/PDFLocatiCommunity/Wherecarl-
walk-my-dog.pdf

BCSC beacheCommunity
Safety Rangers

Nature Parks beaches

1300 BCOAST (226278)

5951 280QNature Parky

Strandedsealsand othersick
or injured wildlife

Check location

Nature Parks (Phillip Island
only)

Wildlife Victoria (areas off
Phillip I1sland}L300 094 535

59512800 select option

(Nature Parky

1300 094 535

Whales/dolphinsstranded,
injured or entangled

Get details of time, locatiortontact
details and what is wrong with the
animal e.g. stranded, injured, entangled

Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning
(DELWP)

1300 136 017

Fisheries offences

If report of illegal removal of shellfish
(abalone) shells, rocks etc.

Fisheres Victoria

13 FISH (3474)

Any other environmental
issues within the Nature
Parls

Get details of time, location, contact
details ands K | Ba@o@ning

Penguin Parade Visitor Centre

5951 280QNature
Park3 or email

info@penguins.org.au

CONTACT US:

Phillip Ishnd Nature Parks

Po Box 97

Cowes Victoria 3922

Australia

Emailinfo@penguins.org.au
Telephone: +61 3 5951 2800
Facsimile: +61 3 5956 8394

Website:www.penguins.org.au

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directior4.1 Increase the frequency and depth of
communication with the local community
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