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ENVIRONMENT NEWS – December 2015 
Dr Roz Jessop, Environment Manager and Jarvis Weston, Ranger in Charge 

 

PEST PLANTS 

Environment Rangers continued their blitz on weeds around the Nature Parks and 62 hours of weed 

control were undertaken for November, giving a total of 800 hours so far for the financial year. 

The recent discovery of serrated tussock (Nassella trichotoma) on Phillip Island prompted swift 

action by the Victorian Serrated Tussock Working Party (VSTWP) and Phillip Island Nature Parks. 

Members of the VSTWP were quickly involved in providing training to Environment Rangers from the 

Nature Parks in serrated tussock identification and best practice management. 

Located in the former Summerlands estate region, the infestation of around 60 plants was 

discovered by an environmental contractor and immediately reported to Nature Parks staff. This is 

the first confirmed infestation of serrated tussock recorded on the Island and, if not controlled, has 

the potential to significantly impact the coastal grasslands ecosystem. 

For those unfamiliar with this declared noxious weed, serrated tussock is an introduced grass from 

South America that is highly invasive and has the capacity to rapidly decrease the biodiversity of 

native grasslands and seriously reduce the agricultural productivity of properties. Chairman of the 

VSTWP Peter Lindeman said “It is estimated that over 130,000 hectares of land is infested with 

serrated tussock across Victoria, but it is promising to see the Nature Parks acting quickly to remove 

this small infestation before it takes hold”. 

Community Engagement Officer from the VSTWP, Ivan Carter, teamed up with staff from the Nature 

Parks to conduct broad scale surveillance around the known infestation site. “The purpose of the 

surveillance was to establish the boundaries of the known infestation and to inspect the surrounding 

area for possible outliers” said Mr. Carter. “Park staff were enthusiastic to learn more about best 

practice management and how to ensure this infestation is eradicated over time” noted Mr. Carter.  

All serrated tussock plants found at the site were removed by Nature Parks staff prior to seeding and 

they will continue their surveillance over the coming weeks, to ensure no further serrated tussock 

infestations exist. Ranger in Charge of Environment, Jarvis Weston, said “Nature Parks staff trained 

in identification by the VSTWP are now confident of recognizing serrated tussock. It has been great 

to collaborate with the VSTWP and to learn how menacing serrated tussock can be to agriculture 

and ecosystems alike”.  

To curb the establishment of any new seedlings, the site will be monitored annually by Nature Parks 

staff. 

For further information and videos on how to identify serrated please visit 

http://www.serratedtussock.com/ 

 

REVEGETATION/VOLUNTEERS 

Summer is here, there for planting season has finished. We have managed to plant around 35,000 

thus far for this financial year. Half of them went in at the two major re-vegetation sites of Cape 

Woolamai and Berry’s Beach. 
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Seed collection will now become a priority project over the up and coming months. A diverse range 

of indigenous seed will be collected from a number of sights. The seed will then be either stored or 

sowed ready for next planting season. 

Monash Biological society volunteered last week. They participated in a range of projects including 

weed control and helping the penguin foundation sort penguin jumpers.  

Surf beach - Sunderland bay coast care group have been working hard on cleaning up Surfies point 

car park before the summer rush. A re-vegetation sign was put up to mitigate danger on the cliff 

face. 

Friends of Koalas will be working on weeds throughout Oswin Roberts this coming weekend.     

More information on volunteering with the group for work days and projects can be found on their 

Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-Beach-Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-

Group/1537561176526761  

 

PEST ANIMALS  

Foxes 

The final fox baiting program for 2015 will conclude on 14th December during which likely fox bait 

takes were recorded at Rhyll and Cape Woolamai.  Detection Dog surveys continue to search for fox 

evidence around Ventnor and other urban areas of Phillip Island and will soon revisit areas 

previously baited to confirm no fox has survived the baiting campaign.    

Night-time spotlighting surveys will continue through summer to search for any young foxes which 

will be active during this time.  This time of year foxes are breeding and will have young in or close to 

a den.  A den is an area where the fox cubs (or pups) are born and are raised by the adults.  A den 

can be underground, usually with several entrances, will have a strong musky smell and the remains 

of prey such as bones, fur and bird wings.  Foxes sometimes have dens under houses in other parts 

of Victoria, particularly houses that are not always occupied. 

 

Please call 0419369365 if you have seen a fox or suspect you may have seen a fox den on 

Phillip Island 

 

Cats 

57 feral cats have been removed from the Nature Parks in 2015/16. Trapping has recently been 

undertaken at Scenic Estate Conservation Reserve, as part of the Ramsar Protection Program and 

Ventnor in response to a litter of young cats seen near the short-tailed shearwater colony. 

Rabbits 

The Nature Parks recently hosted a meeting of the “Leaps and Bounds” learning network run by the 

Victorian Rabbit Action Network. The group’s members include people involved in rabbit control 

from all over the state across many agencies and organisations. The group also has mentors from 

private and public sectors. The Phillip island meeting had the theme of strategic planning with 

presentations from members representing Hume local council and North East CMA. Beau Fahnle also 

did a presentation on the Nature Parks and its pest animal programs. This was followed by a field 

trip to areas of Phillip Island to look at various issues surrounding rabbit control on the island. 
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HOODED PLOVER  

Three chicks have fledged so far this season (2 Elizabeth Cove, 1 Red Rocks). There have been 21 

nests with 51 eggs. There have been 18 chicks, half have perished, 6 are runners (3 Anchorage Rd, 2 

Forrest Caves west, 1 Surfies Pt west) and 3 have fledged. 

A Phillip Island chick from Woolamai YLF 18 has flown to Warrnambool it was then recorded on the 

Mornington Peninsula then back at Forrest Caves within eleven days of leaving Warrnambool. 

An interesting article on Hooded Plover in Bass Coast appeared in 

http://www.basscoastpost.com/wildlife.html 

 

KOALAS 

The annual koala health checks were conducted in November.  Nineteen koalas were caught, 

weighed, and various measurements taken and observations made.  All were in good health, 

although one tested positive for Chlamydiola.  The total koala population at the KCC is just under 30. 

Unfortunately, there were no joeys born last year, and no sign yet of joeys being born this year.  

Environment Rangers took the opportunity to move some of the males around, and this seems to 

have initiated some breeding activity.  We will continue to monitor the situation over the coming 

months in the hope of some breeding success. 

A count of some woodland reserves is due early in December.  This will give us an indication of the 

population outside the KCC which we currently estimate is fewer than 50.  Next year an island wide 

koala count is scheduled. 

KCC Environment Rangers welcome reports of koala sightings on Phillip Island and are particularly 

interested in the colour of any ear tags seen. Phone: (03) 5952 1307 

Koalas that live in the wild on Phillip Island cannot be caught and moved to another location.  Nature 

Park Rangers can provide advice on protecting koalas but will only attend if the koala is sick, injured 

or in danger.  Koalas that are removed due to health reasons are returned to the vicinity of their 

capture once they have recovered, and those that need to be moved due to being in a dangerous 

situation are moved to the closest safe place.  Koalas have home ranges that they inhabit and know 

the best food trees at different times of year, so they need to remain in their home area. 

 

An amazing picture of a nautical koala can be found at: 

http://www.smh.com.au/national/koala-climbs-aboard-the-mv-portland-as-ship-remains-in-union-

standoff-20151205-glg7z5.html 

 

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION AND ANIMAL WELFARE 

It has been a typically busy spring. The Wildlife Rehabilitation Rangers were able to successfully 

foster out the 13 ducklings from the last newsletter to duck families of the same species, with young 

at a similar age. Aside from Little penguins, there has been a range of wildlife through the doors of 

the Nature Parks Wildlife Clinic over the past two months, such as – wattlebirds,  Purple 

Swamphens, a raven, a kookaburra, magpies, Little and Rainbow Lorikeets, Silver Gulls, Masked 

Lapwings, an Australasian Gannet, Long-necked Tortoises and a couple of Blue-tongued Lizards. A 

couple of cygnets were also able to be successfully fostered out to slack Swan families in the local 

area. 

Nature Parks’ Rangers responded to 158 calls to the wildlife hotline during October and November.  
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Currently there are three Little Penguins, one magpie chick, three Brush-tail Possum joeys and two 

Ringtail Possum joeys in care. 

 

MARINE POLLUTION RESPONSE TRAINING 

Work on the 2016 field exercise for oiled wildlife response has started. 

 

FIRE 

Phillip Island Nature Parks addresses fire prevention through the Bass Coast Municipal Fire 

Management Plan, and through the Nature Parks’ Fire Management Plan and yearly Fire Operations 

Plan for prevention, preparedness, response and recovery.  

 

Fire management is a joint responsibility. The Nature Park sits on the Municipal Fire Management 

Planning Committee with other fire management agencies such as CFA, Department of Environment, 

Land, Water and Planning, and Bass Coast Shire Council. We work alongside these agencies and the 

community to reduce fire risk with a proactive approach, whilst still retaining the natural beauty of 

Phillip Island. 

 

Fire activities that have been completed over the last couple of months: 

 

• All firebreaks and tracks around the Nature Park have been trimmed and/or slashed 

• The CFA Phillip Island brigade kindly drove their tanker through firebreaks mapped as 5m 

wide in Oswin Roberts reserve and Ventnor Koala Reserve to test access 

• Asset Protection Zone works have been conducted in reserves adjacent to residential areas 

at Princeton Avenue, Broadbeach Road and Silverleaves east 

• No planned burns this season due to high fire risk and heightened public sensitivity 

• Exercise Sovereign was conducted on September 9th to test the Nature Parks response to a 

fire on the Summerland Peninsula 

• Two Environment staff recently completed the General Firefighting (GFF) training with 

DELWP. We now have 2o GFF on staff 

• Internal fire training exercises have been conducted for staff  

• A media release/advert was placed in The Advertiser regarding fire prevention and 

preparedness 

• A brief has been sent out to consultants to develop the ‘Phillip Island Nature Park Fire 

Management Plan 2015 – 2020’ 

• For further fire activities see the Nature Parks Fire Operations Plan 2016-18 at the following 

link: http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-

management/ 

 

Other preparations for summer have included track maintenance and sand removal at Cape 

Woolamai car park.  Environment Ranger Andy Dallinger has been constructing Information shelters 

at Cape Woolamai, Swan Lake and Conservation Hill.  He has also installed new interpretive signage 

– see photo. 

 



Phillip Island Nature Parks Environment News – December 2015   5 
 

 

Repaired shelter and new signage at Swan Lake (PINP) 

Signage and protection of cliff areas at Scenic Estate Conservation Park has also been undertaken. 

 

GRANTS AND PROJECTS 

• Melbourne Water 2015/16 - Works are ongoing with contractors spraying high threat wetland 

weeds such as Tall wheat grass during spring and early summer. With a visit in early November by 

2 Melbourne Water “water ways” staff we were able to show them the works that have been 

completed over the past 12-18 months and the amount of expansion of native vegetation on 

Fisher’s wetland. 

• Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management Authority (Caring for our Country, 

Ramsar Grant) - Weed work at Observation Point and vermin control has continued as part of 

this grant. 

• DELWP Beach Cleaning Subsidy was paid to PINP for summer beach cleaning works recently. 

Beach cleaning takes place each year on all PINP managed popular beaches and car parks. 
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• DELWP Coastcare Community Grants 2014/15 - Weed control projects on Cape Woolamai and at 

Kitty Miller Bay to protect Short-tailed Shearwater habitat are complete for this season as the 

birds have returned home. Works will be finalised next year and the grant closed out. 

• DELWP Coastal Environment Program 2014/15 – New boardwalks have been constructed on the 

Bruce Avenue access track to Forrest Caves and on the Kitty Miller Bay east access track to 

mitigate the risk of injury and protect shearwater habitat.  

• DELWP Wildlife Shelter Grants 2015/16 ($26, 180 inc GST) - This grant is to support a field 

exercise for oiled wildlife response, oiled wildlife response training, desktop exercise for wildlife 

bushfire response and upgrading the Wildlife Clinic to support oil and fire response.  The bushfire 

desktop exercise - Exercise Sovereign testing first strike response for wildlife rescue and 

management after bushfire was held on 8 September 2015.  Planning and preparation for the 

oiled wildlife response exercise has commenced. 

• Penguin Foundation 2015/16 

Funding from the Penguin Foundation will be used to conduct a research project on the post-

release survival of hand-raised possums from the Wildlife Clinic. We have received Animal Ethics 

Committee for approval. 

• Friends of the Koalas Inc. - Communities for Nature 2014-15 (Round 4) ($6483) - This grant of 

$6483 is for Friends of the Koalas Inc. to assist with eucalyptus and grassland regeneration in the 

Oswin Roberts Reserve has been completed. 

 

 

CONTACT US: 

 

Phillip Island Nature Parks 

Po Box 97 

Cowes Victoria 3922  

Australia 

 

Email: info@penguins.org.au  

Telephone: +61 3 5951 2800  

Facsimile: +61 3 5956 8394 

Website: www.penguins.org.au 


