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ENVIRONMENT NEWS – August 2016 
Dr Roz Jessop, Environment Manager and Jarvis Weston, Ranger in Charge 

Environment strategies 2012-16 
The key values of the Nature Parks need to be protected within the framework of an increasingly 
urbanised and recreation driven environment. Ecosystems can be fragmented over time due to the 
pressures from development and decreased amounts of open space close to townships for recreation 
as well as changes in agricultural practices. Increased urbanisation on Phillip Island is perhaps the 
most persistent form of environmental modification affecting the Nature Parks’ values and can 
significantly alter the Island’s landscape both visually and in structure. Invasion by pest plant and 
animals caused by disturbance and the Nature Parks’ high ‘edge to area ratio’ is one of the main 
contributors to fragmentation of natural areas and ecosystems on the Island.  In order to protect the 
Nature Parks’ environmental, social and economic values, including the visual landscape, island-wide 
strategies as well as area based plans and strong partnerships between management agencies and 
the community are essential. 

 

PEST PLANTS 

Park Wide Weed management 2015/16 

 The focus of our weed management is shifting from large-scale infestations to more targeted 
follow-up works and habitat restoration.  The sharp drop off in Ranger hours also reflects a 
decrease in funding from grants as they reach their conclusions.  To ensure the gains of 
recent years are maintained the Nature Parks is targeting its use of contractors to tackle 
specific weeds at low density or broad scale use of newer technologies such as Eco Blade. 
 

 
NB: does not include contractor hours 
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 Funding from ‘Caring For Our Country’ through the Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment 
Management Authority has allowed pest plant and animal control to continue along the 
north-east coast of Phillip Island as part of the Ramsar Protection Project.  Major control 
works undertaken at Observation Point five years ago have dramatically improved the 
natural values of the area and has allowed the recolonisation of indigenous plant species 
into areas previously dominated by weeds such as Polygala myrtifolia, the Myrtle-leaf 
Milkwort and Dolichos Pea Dipogon lignosus.  Follow up control to remove weed seedlings 
continued. 

 The discovery of Nassella trichotoma Serrated Tussock in the former Summerland Estate 
prompted swift cooperation between the Victorian Serrated Tussock Working Party (DTPLI) 
and the Nature Parks. All Serrated Tussock plants found at the site were removed prior to 
seeding and surveillance will continue to ensure no further infestations exist. 

 This year marks ten years of intensive weed management on Cape Woolamai. Work 
continued on a landscape scale and there has been good progress on the two worst weeds; 
African Boxthorn Lycium ferocissimum and Apple of Sodom Solanum linnaeanum.   

 Kikuyu Pennisetum clandestinum still poses a great threat to Cape Woolamai as well as other 
shearwater habitat and will require continued large-scale effort.  

 Marram grass and sea spurge removal continued along the Woolamai Beach foreshore. 
 

During June and July 263 hours of weed control were undertaken by rangers. Following the Eco 
Blade work in May on Cape Woolamai the weed management effort switched to spot spraying of 
Horehound Marrubium vulgare and Apple of Sodom Solanum linnaeanum on the east side, and cut 
and paint of African Boxthorn Lycium ferocissimum on the moderate slopes towards the Pinnacles.  

Of great interest was the contracting of aerial spraying using a Rmax UAV helicopter from Yamaha 
Sky Division. The Rmax was equipped with two, eight litre cassette style spray tanks, the herbicide 
delivered through two spray nozzles which could be used together as a boom spray or separately for 
spot spraying. Videos of operating technique can be found at 

http://rmax.yamaha-motor.com.au/videos 

The results were impressive, particularly on the 6ha Cape Weed Arctotheca calendula infested area 
near the Cape Woolamai summit, where only a fraction of herbicide was used compared with 
ground based application and there was virtually no compaction of soil or collapsing of Short-tailed 
Shearwater burrows.  The shearwaters are currently at their northern hemisphere overwintering 
grounds in Bering Sea near Alaska, returning about mid-September.  A small area of Ink Weed 
Phytolacca octandra was treated on the slopes near the old quarry which will be monitored over the 
next few months for effectiveness.  

 

Rmax – Cape Woolamai Rmax at summit 

http://rmax.yamaha-motor.com.au/videos
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Pilot – Brent Love with Scott Noble – Yamaha Ground crew – preflight briefing 

The Rmax was to be trialled on Buffalo grass Stenotaphrum s ecundatum and Kikuyu Pennisetum 
clandestinum however both weeds were not actively growing enough after being knocked back with 
the Eco Blade in May. 

 

 

Rmax in a sea of Capeweed Summit to Gull Island lookout 

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic direction - 2.2 Facilitate co–operative approaches to island–
wide environmental management 

 

REVEGETATION/VOLUNTEERS 

Over the past few months the Nature Parks Environment Department has 
had lots of volunteers including, ISV, Work Experience, NAB, School Groups 
and a regular volunteer every Friday. This has allowed us to cover many 
areas with an array of planting projects.  

Cape Woolamai has been the centre of extensive weed and revegetation 
activities.  

Fourteen members of the Deakin University Enviro Club spent an August 
weekend with an Enviro Ranger restoring shearwater habitat. They 
removed Ink Weed at the old quarry on Cape Woolamai and boxthorn in 
the Flynn’s Beach dunes. 
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Deakin Uni volunteers. 

Over 16,500 shrubs and grasses have been planted up near the Beacon on Cape Woolamai. This is 
building off last year’s efforts when we planted over 9,000 grasses.  This would not have been 
possible without help from ISV, work experience students and university volunteers. 

At Berry’s Beach, volunteer work enabled a couple of thousand grasses to be added to the recently 
established Poa tussock grassland. 

Three re-vegetation coops have been developed at Conservation Hill, to create a more fire ready 
environment. 

Trees and low lying shrubs have been spread through Oswin-Roberts Reserve to increase biodiversity 
in the area. Similar goals are being achieved through the Summerland Peninsula with a range of 
grass species and ground crawlers.   

Friends of Koalas have planted some eucalypts around the Koala Conservation Centre. 

Surf Beach - Sunderland Bay Coastcare Group members have been busy doing revegetation works 
along the Esplanade in Sunderland Bay. They put in over 750 grasses and other shrubs at their most 
recent working bee. The August working bee will focus on planting and maintenance near Dixon 
Street on the Esplanade.  

More information on volunteering with the group and projects can be found on their Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-Beach-Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-
Group/1537561176526761  

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic direction - 2.2 Facilitate co–operative approaches to island–
wide environmental management and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared responsibility 
for conservation 

 

PEST ANIMALS  

Foxes 

Island-wide baiting will commence on the 15th August in order to maintain pressure on any 
remaining foxes which have not been detected during surveys.  Monitoring continues across the 
island with Detection Dogs, spotlight surveys and infra-red cameras.  The last photograph of a fox 
was taken on 25th August 2015 at Princeton Ave near Cape Woolamai.  Prints were also found on 
Cape Woolamai on the same day.  A lengthy baiting program followed resulting in 2 baits being 
taken by fox and no further evidence was found after baiting concluded. 

 

Please call 0419 369 365 if you have seen a fox on Phillip Island 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-Beach-Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-Group/1537561176526761
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-Beach-Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-Group/1537561176526761
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Cats 

In 2015/16, 156 feral cats were removed from Phillip Island.  Cat trapping on the Summerland 
Peninsula is currently underway with cat trapping in Short-tailed Shearwater habitat to occur prior 
to their return in September.    

Rabbits 

A rabbit workshop will be held on 1st September at the Rhyll Community Hall to launch the new 
Rabbitscan app for Phillip Island which will allow the community to record rabbit activity and control 
measures to help coordinate efforts.  Presentations from State Government departments and 
industry experts will share the “recipe for successful rabbit control” and talk about the new strain of 
Calicivirus (RHD K5) scheduled for release in autumn next year.  
 
Community members interested in participating in rabbit monitoring or attending the rabbit 
workshop on 1st September are encouraged to contact Robbie Gray at Bass Coast Landcare Network 
on 0448 386 724 or robbie.gray@vic.chariot.net.au  
 

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic direction - 2.2 Facilitate co–operative approaches to island–
wide environmental management and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared responsibility 
for conservation 

 

HOODED PLOVER (EASTERN) Thinornis rubricollis rubricollis (EPBC listed as Vulnerable) 

Island wide Hooded Plover and Gull count results:  

There were 36 adults recorded for the July Hoodie Gull count on 18/07/16. This is a little down on 
recent counts (average 39 for period 2001-2015). A possible explanation is that no juveniles were 
seen despite the record number fledged (17) last season. Hopefully our fledglings will be seen on 
other beaches along the coast this winter.  

Below is a graph of Hooded Plover counts on the island and there appears to be a decline in 
overwintering numbers since 2011, offset by very good numbers during the summer breeding 
season. 

 

 

mailto:robbie.gray@vic.chariot.net.au
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It has been a year since the entangled hoodie YLF 20 was rescued at Surf Beach and great news that 
it was recorded with partner YLF 19 on the Forrest Caves beach with no sign of the foot injuries. 

Many thanks to everyone who helped out with the survey, especially the eight International Student 
Volunteers. 

The next count is on Monday 14th November 2016. Meet 10:30am at the Penguin Parade – 
Environment Pod. Please note that the November count will incorporate the BirdLife Australia state-
wide biennial count. 

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directions - 2.1 Strengthen the protection of natural assets, 2.2 
Facilitate co–operative approaches to island–wide environmental management, 2.5 Build 
conservation criteria into decision making and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared 
responsibility for conservation 

 

KOALAS 

In June, a report was received to provide guidance in our response to some over browsing issues 
around our two boardwalks and four holding ‘pens’.  The over browsing issues are probably related 
to Brush tail Possums as much as, if not more than, Koalas.  However, the result is the same, and 
defoliated trees will not support our Koala population.  As a result, rangers have been busy setting 
and resetting Perspex banding to limit the access to trees, or parts of trees, from these creatures.  
We have also been applying a thick layer of mulch below the trees in our pens to improve soil health.  
These works will continue, including more banding and mulch, and planting to replicate the natural 
floral components of the trees’ ecosystems. 

While Koalas are being restricted from these trees, they will be relying more heavily on leaf cut from 
our plantation, so our ongoing replanting programme in the plantation is of vital importance. 

The ‘Friends of the Koalas’ continue to support us with their monthly count of the Koalas in the KCC 
‘woodland’, and monthly habitat day activities.  Recently, both events have been particularly 
constructive in terms of Koalas found, and jobs completed.  In July the group assisted with 
maintenance in the plantations. 

KCC Environment Rangers welcome reports of koala sightings on Phillip Island and are particularly 
interested in the colour of any ear tags seen. Phone: (03) 5952 1307 

Koalas that live in the wild on Phillip Island cannot be caught and moved to another location.  DELWP 
is responsible for the management of wildlife populations.  Nature Parks Rangers can provide advice 
on protecting Koalas but will only attend if the Koala is sick, injured or in danger.  Koalas that are 
removed due to health reasons are returned to the vicinity of their capture once they have 
recovered, and those that need to be moved due to being in a dangerous situation are moved to the 
closest safe place.  Koalas have home ranges that they inhabit where they know the best trees that 
provide for their needs throughout the year, so they need to remain in their home area. 

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic direction - 2.2 Facilitate co–operative approaches to island–
wide environmental management and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared responsibility 
for conservation 

 

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION AND ANIMAL WELFARE 

The wildlife rehabilitation rangers have cared for and responded to a number of different wildlife 
cases during June and July such as – Brush-tail and Ringtail Possums, Swamp Wallabies, a Red-
necked Wallaby, an Australian Magpie, Cape Barren Geese and a gosling, Fluttering shearwaters, 
Rainbow Lorikeet, microbats, Purple swamp-hens, Swamp harrier, Galah, Australian Pelican, Koala, 
Echidna, Fairy Prion, Southern Boobook owl, and a Black Swan. We also took calls about a seal, a 
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dolphin and a whale which were all referred on to the appropriate organisations. We have also cared 
for 10 Little Penguins during the past two months. 

A member of the Construction and Maintenance staff found a Little Penguin entangled in a fishing 
net at Point Sambell. The bird was still alive and had very sore legs from struggling in the net and 
superficial wounds to his flippers. After some medication, (with some hydrotherapy in the pool) and 
time to recover in the Wildlife Clinic he made a full recovery and was released in late July. Fingers 

crossed he doesn’t come across another fishing net! 

The Fairy Prion was found exhausted and after a short stay at the 
Wildlife Clinic was successfully released; a great outcome. 

We’re now entering the quieter time of the year for wildlife calls, 
with Nature Parks’ Rangers responding to 78 calls to the wildlife 
hotline during June/July.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Short-tailed Shearwater burrow renovation (Dr Duncan Sutherland - Research) 

 

Last Friday volunteers and staff fully 

refurbished 180 Short-tailed Shearwater 

nest-boxes in preparation for the return of 

these trans-equatorial migrants next month. 

The day was both productive and great fun.  

Thanks to the volunteers from NAB and the 

Victorian Ornithological Research Group. A 

special thanks to Enviro Rangers for their 

hard work and organisation!  The boxes will 

be monitored as part of a research 

programme. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directions - 2.1 Strengthen the protection of natural assets, 2.2 
Facilitate co–operative approaches to island–wide environmental management, 2.5 Build 
conservation criteria into decision making and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared 
responsibility for conservation 

 
 
 
 

Black Swan release at 
Swan Lake. 
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COASTAL MANAGEMENT 

Environment Rangers have been working on a marram grass removal project centred around the 
Cape Woolamai Surf Lifesaving Club. This project provides an opportunity to engage with National 
Surfing Reserve members to improve coastal habitat. Help is needed to assist with the removal and 
control of marram grass as it changes the shape of the fore-dune making them much steeper and 
trapping more sand thereby altering natural sand movement.  

We hope to encourage the naturally occurring Hairy Spinifex to be the dominant binding grass in our 
dune system. Hairy Spinifex dunes are lower in profile and will allow for a more natural flow of sand 
in the beach/dune system. We hope to have an info session/working bee on: 

9th October meeting at the Cape Woolamai SLSC at 10.00am 

Recent king tides and large swell have resulted in early closure of Churchill Island due to flooding of 
the roadway and erosion along the coast – one example was captured by a community member.  
The sand should return from offshore over the rest of the winter and spring period. 

Cape Woolamai Coastal Reserves Master Plan 
The Nature Parks partnered with the Bass Coast Shire Council in preparing a Master Plan for the 
Cape Woolamai Coastal Reserves from the Cape to Veterans Drive.  The project commenced in 
January 2016 and has been undertaken with significant consultation with the local community and 
key stakeholders.  The Master Plan recommends: 

 Development of pedestrian and bike pathways.  

 Improvements to parking and beach access at all sites, including the development of a 
designated car park at the Colonnades. 

 Upgraded wash rooms facilities at ANZAC’s and provision for additional showers and toilets 
at Woolamai Beach. 

 Actions to address increasing dunes and wind-blown sand management at Cape Woolamai. 

 Revegetation of existing roadway at the Colonnades. 
 
It is expected that the Nature Parks and Bass Coast Shire Council will adopt the Cape Woolamai 
Coastal Reserves Master Plan in August 2016 and the final plan will be released in September 2016.  
 

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directions - 2.1 Strengthen the protection of natural assets and 
2.5 Build conservation criteria into decision making 

 

FIRE & WOODLANDS  

Rangers and contractors have been implementing asset protection zones (APZ) behind residential 
properties on Broadbeach Road and Princeton Avenue in Cape Woolamai as recommended in the 
Nature Parks’ Cape Woolamai Fire Management Plan. The works involve thinning over-dominant 
vegetation, removing weeds, and burning this vegetation in several small burn piles.  
 
We have plans to burn piles of weeds and removed vegetation at Pyramid Rock, Oswin Roberts 
Reserve, Churchill Island and the Koala Conservation Centre. 
  
Terramatrix are currently reviewing our Fire Management Plan 2010 – 2014 and the ‘Planned Burn – 
Plan of Operations’ document with staff comments submitted, a completed draft report expected 
shortly. 
 
The Nature Parks’ Fire Operations Plan 2017 – 2019 will be developed in September. 
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For further fire activities, see the current Nature Parks’ Fire Operations Plan 2016-18 at the following 
link: http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-
management/ 
  
Other works being carried out in woodlands include:  
 

 Recent severe weather with damaging winds has led to the need to clear tracks of trees 
downed in Oswin Roberts Reserve 

 Continuing on with the last of the firebreak maintenance inside the new boundary fence at 
Five Ways Reserve. Friends of Koalas have a day planned for coop planting and maintenance 

 Possum tracking in Ventnor Koala Reserve 

 University of Melbourne student has followed up on sampling leaf membranes in once 
dominant koala habitat zones to look at changes in koala habitat. 

 
Photo: Dumping of a truck load of soil with kikuyu in south car park at Oswin Roberts Reserve – please 
report any illegal dumping of rubbish or other waste to Bass Coast Shire Council. 

 

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directions - 2.1 Strengthen the protection of natural assets, 2.5 
Build conservation criteria into decision making and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared 
responsibility for conservation 

 

GRANTS AND PROJECTS 

 Melbourne Water 2016 – We have received a grant for $24,970 to be used in 2016 for works on 
4 wetlands. Works on Bridal Creeper are nearly completed for the wetland sites this season as 
dictated by the grant’s budget. Cut and painting of woody weeds by contractors is also nearly 
completed. If there is any money left over, it will go towards further spraying of Tall wheat grass 
over summer. Staff and volunteers have been planting wetland/grassland species over the past 2 
months as our in-kind contribution to the grant at Fishers wetland. 

 Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management Authority (Caring for our Country, 
Ramsar Grant) - Weed and vermin control along the Phillip Island Ramsar coastline (from Fishers 
Wetland to Observation Point) has continued as part of this grant to address the threats to flora 
and fauna communities along this coast. A new 7 day Ramsar Ranger has been appointed for the 
next 12 months that is part-funded by this position. 

 DELWP Coastcare Community Grants 2014/15 - Weed control projects on Cape Woolamai and at 
Kitty Miller Bay to protect Short-tailed Shearwater habitat have been finalised. 

http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-management/
http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-management/
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 DELWP Coastal Environment Program 2015/16 – We have received funding to upgrade 
boardwalks at Forrest Caves and the Nobbies to mitigate risk, to be completed by October 2016. 
See report on Risk Management below.  

 Penguin Foundation 2015/16 - Funding from the Penguin Foundation is being used to conduct a 
research project on the post-release survival of hand-raised possums from the Wildlife Clinic.  

 Penguin Foundation 2016/17  “Shearwater Rescue 2017” 

We were recently notified that we were successful in applying for a grant from the Penguin 
Foundation to assist the Shearwater Rescue program in 2017. 

Background: 
Short-tailed shearwaters arrive on Phillip Island in September and spend the summer raising their 
single chick in sand dune burrows. They undertake one of the most incredible migrations, flying 
16,000km to feed near Alaska during our winter. Adults begin migration in mid-April, the chicks leave 
two weeks later with no guidance. Many chicks are killed each year on the roads at night.  
 
Shearwater rescue began in 1999 as a community project initiated by Phillip Island Nature Parks and 
originally sponsored by CoastCare, with the aim to reduce road deaths of fledging juveniles. 
 

Proposal: 
The Environment Department sought funding to hire 
two additional variable messaging signs (VMS) to be 
placed at either side of Surf Beach as per last year, 32 
additional bird pictorial core flute signs, two more 
nets for rescuing birds from roads, as well as 6 bright 
and focusable headlights.  
 
The VMS boards help raise awareness of the plight of 
these birds, and alert motorists to the risk. The 
shearwater fledging season often coincides with one 
of our busiest tourist seasons – Easter and school 

holidays. Historically Surf Beach has been a hot spot for Short-tailed Shearwater road deaths. Most 
of these deaths are occurring between the end of the evening patrol, and the start of the morning 
patrol. Last season, we believe the extra signs made a big difference to the number of fatalities 
during this time period.  

 
Currently we hire two VMS boards that are 
positioned at either end of the bridge, one 
at San Remo and one at Newhaven.  
 
The two additional nets, along with the 5 
purchased last year, will cover the 6 staff 
on patrol and an additional net to be left in 
the dog box for the gate rangers.  
 
The 6 head torches will provide patrol staff 
with sufficient lighting at night to help spot 
and catch birds safely. The total funding 
granted was $5,284.20.   
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RISK MANAGEMENT 

As reported in the previous edition of Environment News, the lower section of The Nobbies 
boardwalk that led to the rock platform (the management section that is closed to the public) was 
removed by Nature Parks’ staff and contractors with the aid of a helicopter. This project and method 
was so successful we are now planning to remove old infrastructure from the top of the Forrest 
Caves dunes and replace with a new boardwalk and lookout using a helicopter again. This project is 
part of grant funding from DELWP under the Coastal Environment Program 2015/16. New 
interpretational signage has been designed and will also be installed as part of this infrastructure 
upgrade. 

The Berry’s Beach to Pyramid Rock walking track has recently been resurfaced in some sections, and 
the Fishers Wetland to Churchill Island trail network has been upgraded with tracks resurfaced, new 
boardwalks built and a new bird hide constructed overlooking the wetland. The final section of new 
boardwalk will be constructed when the wetland dries out in late spring or early summer. 

Both the Berry’s Beach to Pyramid Rock walking track and the Fishers Wetland to Churchill Island 
trail network will also receive new trail signage in the coming weeks. 

New risk management signage and emergency markers have been installed in certain locations 
around Cape Woolamai where recent issues have arisen. 

Penguin Parade mast poles and lights replacement 

The five 12 metre mast poles and light fittings were removed by helicopter over the last fortnight. 
This was due to the age and condition of the poles. They have been replaced, again using a 
helicopter, by new 8 metre poles and modern LED lighting. We decided to use 8 metre poles to avoid 
re-engineering the footings and potentially having to dig new ones; it meant that we could use the 
same concrete footings and bolts to fix the new poles where the old ones stood. The LED lights were 
chosen for the particular colour light they emit. They also don’t radiate heat which makes them ideal 
for fitting light filters. The end result is we now have a much nicer looking beach without the very tall 
12 metre mast lights and the LED lighting gives us a nice even spread of soft orange light that 
research says is ideal for night time viewing of wildlife.  

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic directions - 2.1 Strengthen the protection of natural assets, 2.5 
Build conservation criteria into decision making and 2.6 Raise awareness and encourage shared 
responsibility for conservation 

CONTACT US: 

Phillip Island Nature Parks 

Po Box 97 

Cowes Victoria 3922  

Australia 

Email: info@penguins.org.au  

Telephone: +61 3 5951 2800  

Facsimile: +61 3 5956 8394 

Website: www.penguins.org.au 

Meeting the Nature Parks strategic direction  - 4.1 Increase the frequency and depth of 
communication with the local community 

mailto:info@penguins.org.au
http://www.penguins.org.au/

