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WHY BIODIVERSITY? 
 

The easiest way to understand biodiversity is to break it 

down into it’s component words. ‘Bio’ meaning ‘life’, and 

‘diversity’ meaning ‘a varied range’. So ‘biodiversity’, refers 

to having a ‘varied range of life’.  It is the variety of all life 

forms including micro-organisms, plants and animals and 

the ecosystems which they are part of. Biodiversity is 

looked at across three levels, genetic diversity, species 

diversity and ecosystem diversity.  

 

But why is biodiversity so important?  

Biodiversity helps the worlds ecosystems to function. 

These ecosystems supply oxygen, clean air, water, 

pollination of plants, pest control, wastewater treatment 

and an array of ecosystem services. 

In simple terms biodiversity provides the building blocks 

for healthy ecosystems. As we lose species, ecosystems become less resilient.  

The different forms of life provide a large range of resources which sustain further 

plant and animal life including humans.  

For humans these resources can include food, fuel, water, building materials and 

medicine. High biodiversity means greater resilience and opportunity for species to 

thrive and evolve. Maintaining biodiversity is ever more important in a time of 

unprecedented environmental pressures that threaten life on the planet.  
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WHY BIODIVERSITY? 
 

There’s a wide range of factors impacting 

Australia’s levels of biodiversity including: 

• Climate change  

• Habitat  loss, fragmentation and 

degradation 

• Altered fire regimes 

• Spread of invasive species (introduced 

plants and animals) 

• Unsustainable use of resources  

• Changes to water flow and aquatic 

systems. 

 

 

 

While our lists of threatened species and 

threatening processes looks daunting, we 

are just as capable of protecting 

biodiversity as we are reducing it. 

Improving habitat quality can simply 

involve managing waste and litter 

appropriately, whilst mitigating our 

hydrological impacts can come down to 

being waterwise. 

This program aims to connect with young 

learners to impart an understanding of the 

importance of biodiversity and to instil 

respect and appreciation for our natural 

environment. Our key message is one of 

hope, and our goal is to foster a sense of 

empowerment so that our upcoming 

generations can continue our journey to 

protect our planets biodiversity and natural 

systems. 


