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We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we live, work and learn, the Bunurong People. 

We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 

 

 
 

Community and Environment Advisory  
Committee Minutes 

Meeting held 4pm-6pm THUSRDAY 17 December 2020, via Zoom. 

1 Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners – Welcome, including introduction of new members & Apologies 

1.1 The Chair provided the Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners and welcomed attendees, declaring the meeting open at 4pm 

In Attendance:  

Michaela Salvato (Chair), Liz Stinson (Board Chair), Kevin Love (Board Member), Shelley Lavender (Board Member), Catherine Basterfield (Chief 
Executive Officer), Peta Wittig (General Manager Tourism Operations), Jessica McKelson (Manager, Conservation), Sally O’Neill (Community and 
Engagement Officer/Minutes) 

Penny Manning, Ian McFee, Jeff Nottle, Pauleen Boulton, Jan Fleming, Simon Woodland, Stephen Davie, Anne Davie, Mike Cleeland, Michael Wright, 
Nyree Davis, Jill Sunderland, Linda Cuttris, Bill Young, David Bateman, Linda Cuttris 

 

Guests: Stefan Poll (Senior Ranger), Damien O’Connor (CFA)  

2 Apologies: Gill Smith, Phil Dressing, Robbie Gray, Patricia Hunt, Gavin O’Connor, Gareth Kennedy, Randall Joseph, Jonathan Hannon, Mark Donaldson, 
Jason Cameron, Matt Synan, Patsy Hunt 

2.1 The Chair outlined focus of the meeting on the agenda  

3 Minutes from previous meeting –  ACTIONS STATUS 

3.1 The minutes were approved as read.  Community 
Engagement Officer to 
finalise minutes and 
put-on website 

 

4 Matters Arising from the minutes -  ACTIONS STATUS 

4.1 • Summer Strategy Communications have been implemented as per discussion at previous 
meeting. 

Members to let Sally 
know if you need any 
further information on 
this topic. 
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• Live Penguin TV summary video link is here. The daily Live Penguin TV concluded in December 
now the Penguin Parade is operational once again, however there will be some ongoing special 
events.  

• Bushfire koala update in Conservation Manager report. 

• Draft Phillip Island (Millowl) Wildlife Plan has been shared and two community consultation 
sessions have been held and submissions close on 17 January.  

• Stuart Murphy and Jessica McKelson have both spoken to Gayle Seddon re. feral cats. 

• Ongoing communications with Bass Coast Shire and Vic Pol to direct enquiries and concerns. 
Vic Pol recommend the 131444 number is best to use unless it is an emergency. 

• Dogs on beaches – media releases using joint approach with BCSC, VicPol and Bass Coast 
Dog Owners Association taken including ‘friendly’ signage at Colonnades, Aussie Track and Surf 
Beach and social media posts including a video with Ranger in Charge, Ben Thomas and you 
can watch it here: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/qay7bbhsms91iop/summer%20sharing%20beaches%20message.m
p4?dl=0  

5 Declared conflicts of interest - ACTIONS STATUS 

5.1 No declared conflicts of interest   

6 Board update   ACTIONS STATUS 

6.1 Three Board meetings have been held since September – two usual and one irregular. 
Highlight was a progress report from Conservation Manager on meeting our vision and planned goals 

Conservation Plan 2019-2023.  Annual Report from Animal Ethics Committee – and the annual review of 

the Risk Monitor and Board charter in accordance with objectives. 

Strategy day discussions continue to put forward strategic plans for 2021 -2023, particularly the transition 

of our business post COVID-19 and loss of international visitation. 

Input into revitalization of the Nature Parks’ Brand Story 

Completed 2019-2020 Annual Report and Compliance attestation.  

Reopening strategy for staff in a COVIDSafe manner. 

Comments and questions: 

• None recorded 

  

7 Nature Parks CEO update ACTIONS STATUS 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/qay7bbhsms91iop/summer%20sharing%20beaches%20message.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qay7bbhsms91iop/summer%20sharing%20beaches%20message.mp4?dl=0
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7.1 • CEO Catherine Basterfield reported that the Board reviewed the Summer Safe Plan for the 
reserve areas we manage in conjunction with Woolamai Beach SLSC, Bass Coast Shire and 
VicPol in terms of COVIDSafe risk – hotspots are Smiths Beach and Cowes Foreshore. We will 
also monitor Cape Woolamai. This is a joint plan to monitor and patrol these areas over summer 
period.  

• Elevated risk of drownings has also caused state-wide concern – looking at communications 
across the Shire for dog awareness, water safety and COVID Safety. 

• Philip Island (Millowl) Wildlife Plan – as Chair of the Steering Committee with DELWP Statewide 
Wildlife Program team leading the process. Lots of good conversations and diverse views. 

• Happy to welcome back visitors and our tourism staff who had diverted attention to conservation 
with a huge amount of work done across the Nature Parks reserves turning a challenging 
tourism year into a positive conservation year. 

Comments and questions: 

o Linda C noted the focus on Smiths Beach and Cowes foreshore and asked if patrols 
would go through other areas e.g. where people are camping to assess fire risk. Jess 
McKelson highlighted that when there are concerns like this out of hours it’s best to call 
the police. We will be patrolling across summer and moving to where our presence is 
most required on beaches we manage. Stefan Poll noted patrols cover all areas 
including Kitty Miller Bay car park 

  

8 Conservation Update ACTIONS STATUS 

8.1 Overview: Jessica McKelson, Conservation Manager gave a summary of the past three months 

o Preparing for summer and being fire ready and ensuring our reserves are safe and ready for 
visitors has been the focus.  

o We sent some bandicoots to Skipton recently which is a conservation highlight. Phillip Island 
(Millowl) and Churchill Island are playing a significant role in bandicoot recovery for Victoria.  

o Hooded Plover season so far has had 26 nests and 58 eggs and 9 chicks with five fledged which 
is an excellent result. 

o Short-tailed Shearwater delayed in their return this year.  We have received geologgers and that 
data shows they are going further into the Arctic to find food and spending two weeks longer on 
migration in search of food.  This is considered to be as a consequence of climate change, 
causing this species to travel further. This will be published by the Victorian Ornithological 
Research Group (VORG). 

o The team has been focussed on weed control due to wet weather. 

o Release of bushfire koalas in early December was the final chapter in the recovery efforts having 
released 11 of the 12 received to East Gippsland. This will be followed by a three-month post 
monitoring study to inform DELWP in koala management. We have retained one animal in our 
viewing areas. He will be assessed next year for release. This has been a great success. 

o The Barb Martin Bushbank is reopening every Saturday from 9 January 2021. 

Comments and questions:  
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o The Chair noted that despite the challenges of 2020, there have been major conservation 
outcomes. 

8 Nature Parks Board Nominations Process  ACTIONS STATUS 

8.1 Overview: Nature Parks Board Chair, Liz Stinson gave a presentation that summarised the process of 
applying for Board positions which will be advertised in 2021. 

o Current Board in place until 30 June 2021 and replaced by Ministerial appointment. 

o Process administered by DELWP with submissions online at https://getonboard.vic.gov.au/ you 
can also create an account to be notified of positions as they arise. 

o Terms are three years from 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2024. 

o Background information is available on www.penguins.org.au and you can also speak to Nature 
Parks Board members. 

Comments and questions: None 

Recommendations:  

• The Chair encouraged to share the advertisements when out and contact Board members as 
needed. 

Sally to send 
information to 
members when 
available. 

  

9 Summer Fire Preparedness ACTIONS STATUS 

9.1 Overview: Damien O’Connor (CFA) and Stefan Poll (Nature Parks) gave an overview of summer fire 
preparedness. Fire restrictions are now in place with a zero tolerance policy over this period. 

• Deployed staff allowed increased conservation works. Focus on Summerland Peninsula with 
strengthening fire breaks, thinning and planting fire resistant vegetation, creating penguin habitat  

• Completed all fire breaks across the Nature Parks. 

• General training across the team has commenced and preparing for summer with refreshers, 
getting vehicles ready and first response preparedness. 

• Sprinklers serviced in shearwater habitat. 

• CFA Community Roadshow across the Island to answer questions from the community.  

• Many activities have been reduced due to coronavirus COVID-19 restrictions. 

• CFA notes it’s a very different year, and had to modify operations to be COVIDSafe. 

• It will be a complex season, short-sharp running grassfires are the biggest threat due to growth. 

• CFA team has been through all training and are prepared and also working with SES as more 
severe weather and thunderstorms are expected in this current weather pattern.  

• Damien thanked the Nature Parks for the collaborative work they do with the CFA and that the 
Nature Parks is a great contributor via committees and leadership.  

Members can contact 
Stefan at any stage 
with queries. 
spoll@penguins.org.au  

 

10 Summer Operations   

 Overview: Nature Parks General Manager - Tourism Operations Peta Wittig gave an update on the 
Nature Parks COVIDSafe Summer. 

  

https://getonboard.vic.gov.au/
http://www.penguins.org.au/
mailto:spoll@penguins.org.au
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• It has been a challenging year. We reopened on 28 September 2020 with strict capacity limits. On 
5 December we were able to increase visitor capacities in line with guidelines to 76% of seated 
capacity in a safe way. 

• All attractions are now open including Nobbies Fish & Chippery with sustainable seafood. 

• Staffing increased to meet and greet, manual and QR code registrations and increased cleaning. 
Comments and questions: 

o Chair noted that it’s exciting to have sites open and operational and staff back in their roles. 

11 Group Update   

11.1 
 
 
 
 

Background: Members are given the opportunity to provide a short update from their group. 

• Ian McFee – noted it’s been a great spring and summer season. Farming community has been 
watching the Phillip Island (Millowl) Wildlife Plan process and are pretty happy with how it is 
going. Ian also noted that many farmers have their own equipment for fire fighting purposes. 

• Linda Cuttris – thanked Mark Merryful for responding to weed outbreaks in community planting 
areas in the shearwater habitat. Has spoken to DELWP about the Phillip Island (Millowl) Wildlife 
Plan about concerns as a landholder doing revegetation. Beach campers are back in carparks 
and this remains a concern especially fire risk. Conservation News is great and should go to all 
Phillip Islanders and beyond. Congratulations to the team and their Island conservation efforts.  

o The Chair encouraged members to share Conservation News with their networks.  

• Jeff Nottle – the Save Western Port group has been very active in AGL matters. Ten weeks of 
four days a week of hearings has completed. PICS made a presentation focussing on wildlife 
and effects of discharge and cross examined some expert witnesses which gave good insight 
and people can read about this and PICS’ work on their website. Minister expected to make a 
decision by end of March. Followed up on Golden Cypress removal for road construction and 
are calling for an integrated transport plan. Encouraging Council to further explain the 10-30 rule 
around vegetation removal for fire preparedness to all landowners that a permit is needed to 
clear vegetation. Working through planning permits and oversee the works at Scenic Estate with 
a COVIDSafe celebration of five years held recently.  

o The Chair thanked PICS for their ongoing efforts for the community around the AGL project. 

• Penny Manning – Penny thanked the Nature Parks for their part in the Phillip Island (Millowl) 
Wildlife Plan. Penny circulates Conservation News to groups and also endorses the publication. 

• Bill Young – Participated in the Phillip Island (Millowl) Wildlife Plan sessions and happy with the 
way it is going to balance the needs of all stakeholders and also endorsed the Conservation 
News and will share with Rotary. Noted the dogs on beaches issues seems to be a little more 
managed. Happy to see CFA/Nature Parks collaboration, especially with radio communications.  

o The Chair noted the positive direction of the sharing our beaches messaging. 

• Anne Davie – Thanked Nature Parks for keeping volunteers connected over the difficult year. 
Phillip Island Landcare opened its shed at the Koala Conservation Reserve and close to 
Bushbank and it stimulates activity. Visitor Economy Strategy notes visitor number thresholds 
and when the environment gets under stress and numbers will be challenging for Millowl.  

• Island Voice – trying to expand voice across groups and committees. Making changes on 
managing process and having a role in sharing information. Looking at a paid position for 
managing social media to keep it respectful. Keeping in touch with RRV on Newhaven 
roundabouts and road speed reduction.  

Sally to share 
Conservation News 
broadly and work on 
Community Portal for 
information sharing 
with the Community. 
 
Sally to review access 
to Nature Notes on 
website – move to 
Community section. 
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• Jill Sunderland – been a very challenging year as all activities ceased until recently and weeds 
are a big problem. Enjoys updates from Sally and Conservation News and shares with networks. 

• Mike Cleeland – reiterated how good the Landcare Shed is and acknowledged the Nature Parks 
for assisting in getting this completed and ongoing relationships with rangers. The shed will 
house the caravan. Available funding for tree planting has been reduced, will add some of their 
own funds, but it will be reduced and they are putting in their order with the Bushbank soon. 
Noted wallabies are an issue and planting requires wallaby-proofing through fencing or guards 
which makes it expensive, but that’s the reality of planting and doesn’t mean it can’t be done. 
Thanked the team who are developing the Wildlife Plan. 

• Simon Woodland – enjoying getting out on site tours. Council still working remotely and will work 
on getting staff back in 2021. Bass Coast Shire Council Bass Coast Biolinks was a finalist in the 
Premier's Sustainability Awards 2020. Four new Councillors and five returning and have briefed 
each and gained initial feedback. Cr. Rochelle Halstead has been appointed to this Committee 
with Cr. Ron Bauer substitute. Acknowledged the Wildlife Plan and is looking forward to working 
together on this to meet the challenge of living with wildlife. Council has taken a partnership role 
with Mornington Peninsula submission on AGL with prime focus on impacts to natural 
environment, amenity and visitor economy. Acknowledged the broad mix of informed 
submissions. Relatively benign erosion season and ongoing foreshore protection and 
renourishment works continue. Responding to a number of vegetation removal reports on the 
foreshore and take these very seriously.  

• Dave Bateman – a lot of Landcare funding has been put on hold and won’t know about funding 
until June 2021 which is making ordering difficult. Were greatly assisted by Working Victoria 
team members to plant trees normally put in by volunteers. Jason McKracken has joined the 
team to focus on rabbits. Have signed an MOU with Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal 
Corporation and to work with Green Team for weed and pest animal control. 

• Michael Wright – Pam Rothfield has resigned and awaiting a new chair and 2021 meeting 
schedule. Three links in pathway network have been completed and section through Fiveways has 
been completed and will increase public safety. Thanks to Nature Parks for assisting in this. Still 
advocating for the path through the Koala Conservation Reserve. There is a draft Master Plan for 
Phillip Island roads from 2018 but not a public document as yet. 
o Catherine noted she will work with the team in January 2021 on the Oswin Roberts link. 

12 Other Business   

 • There was no other business.   

14 Close of meeting   

 Chair thanked all participants, wished them Merry Christmas and happy 2021. Meeting closed 5.50pm    

15 Next Meeting   

 • Thursday 25 March 4pm - 6pm 
Penguin Parade visitor centre Education Space 3, 1019 Ventnor Rd, Summerland (Subject to 
Government guidelines – members will be advised before the meeting. 

  

 


