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RECONCILIATION UPDATE MAY 2022

Aboriginal 
Employment 
Strategy
We are pleased to advise that the consultation phase of 
the strategy was completed in February. Consultation 
was conducted with the Bunurong Land Council, our 
Reconciliation Advisory Committee, Aboriginal and/
or Torres Strait Islander Community and Nature Parks 
staff. A draft strategy has now been sent out to all 
stakeholders for comment.
The Strategy has three guiding principles:

  Serves to deepen our respect for culture, diversity, and inclusion in 
our workplace. 

  Ensures we strengthen cultural safety, increase Aboriginal and/
or Torres Strait Islander employment, and provide appropriate 
support and opportunities to Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 
Islander job seekers and employees.

  Commits Nature Parks to ensuring First Nations Peoples, Nature 
Parks’ staff, Reconciliation partners, and community stakeholders 
all have a voice on the development, decision making, progress 
and success of the strategy.  

We are commissioning an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
artist to create an artwork that will be used in this Strategy and our 
next Reconciliation Action Plan. The EOI was sent out last week, if 
you know anyone that is interested ask them to contact Kate Adams 
at kadams@penguins.org.au 

RECONCILIATION 
EVENTS
The Bass Coast Reconciliation 
Network is currently working on  
the calendar of events for this year. 
Be sure to save the following dates:

NATIONAL SORRY DAY
Thursday 26 May, 10.30am  
at the Nobbies 
We come together on this important day of healing and truth telling to 
acknowledges and raise awareness of the history and continued effect 
of the forced removal of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people 
from their families, communities, and culture.

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK
27 May to 3 June 2022
The theme, for this year is “Be Brave. Make Change.” This is a challenge 
to all Australians— individuals, families, communities, organisations, 
and government—to Be Brave and tackle the unfinished business of 
reconciliation so we can Make Change for the benefit of all Australians.

As part of National Reconciliation Week, we will be again holding our 
“Bridge Walk” on Tuesday 31st May 2022, 10.00am at San Remo 
Reserve on Marine Parade – United together we will walk across the 
bridge to celebrate National Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
Children’s Day.  

NAIDOC Week
3 to 10 July 
With theme of ‘Get Up, Stand Up, Show Up’ is an opportunity to do just 
that alongside Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples to amplify 
their voices and narrow the gap between aspiration and reality, good intent 
and outcome. The inaugural NAIDOC Art Exhibition will be officially 
opened on 3rd July at the Artspace centre in Wonthaggi so stay tuned for 
more details on this and other activities to celebrate NAIDOC Week.
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SUGGESTED 
CULTURAL 
LEARNING 
LEARN: 
From the First People’s 
Assembly of Victoria, the elected voice 
for Aboriginal people and communities 
in future Treaty discussions at  
www.firstpeoplesvic.org
Reconciliation Australia has a great 
newsletter which is full of interesting 
updates and opportunities to learn – 
you can find them at  
www.reconciliation.org.au/publications
What Treaty means to Aboriginal 
People in Victoria through a short series 
of individual accounts by First Nations 
People including Jack Charles  
www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/
program/treaty

READ: 
Jack Charles book, A 
Born Again Blackfella 
– Jack shares the 
challenges, triumphs 
and atrocities of his life.

COOK: 
Some deadly bush tucker 
inspired dishes with Ali 
and Mitch Torres on Kriol 
Kitchen on SBS Demand 
www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/program/
kriol-kitchen

YOUR RAC REPS 2022:

Kevin Love (Chair) 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
Community Reps
Uncle Anthony Egan 
(TO Bunurong/Trawlwoolway) 
Patrice Mahoney OAM (Co-Chair)
Aunty Bev Munroe 
Paul Patten (Gunai/Yorta Yorta) 
Shani Blyth  
Nature Parks 
Jane Jobe (Board) 
Catherine Basterfield, Kate Adams, Anna 
Eggleton, Ashley Reed, Rosanna Martino, 
Sarah Hain, Stephanie James, Ewan McLeod, 
Sue Keogh, Shaun Kenny, Stefan Poll
Sally O’Neill (community)

COMMUNITY  
OPEN DAY 2022
We had a fantastic day at the Community 
Open Day. Thanks to everyone who helped 
out, the kids had heaps of fun painting 
boomerangs and making badges. It was 
great to see so many happy faces!

Development of Nature Parks fourth 
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP)
Our ability to achieve the deliverables in our 
current Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) 
2019-2022 was delayed due to the impacts of 
COVID-19. A decision was made to postpone the 
development of our fourth RAP to give us more 
time to achieve some important deliverables 
relating to employment opportunities for 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
in our business. 

In consultation with Reconciliation Australia, we 
propose to commence consultation for the fourth 
RAP later this year and staff will be a part of this 
consultation process. The aim is to move to an 
Elevate RAP which requires organisations to have 
a strong strategic relationship with Reconciliation 
Australia and actively champion initiatives to 
empower Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
peoples and create societal change.

Planting Days
Help continue the great work completed 
at the Penguin Parade and be a part of our 
upcoming planting days.  Make a difference 
to our new sites at the Koala Conservation 
Reserve and the Dance Circle at Scenic Estate.

  14 May at Penguin Parade Visitor Centre

  9 July at Koala Conservation Reserve 
(part of NAIDOC Week)

  10 September at Scenic Estate Dance 
Circle

NOTE: these activities are weather 
dependent, and locations may change. 
Further details will be available closer 
to the date.

Our RAP Artwork: Warreeny Nairm Ngargee Weelam (Ocean Bay ceremony camp) by Steve Ulula Parker (Boonwurrung, Yorta Yorta, Erub) 
The circles represent the six clans that make up the Boonwurrung and the water in Nairm (Port Phillip Bay) and MirranBiik (Western Port).


