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Traditional Custodians and members of our 
local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Community recently supported the release 
of 44 critically endangered Eastern Barred 
Bandicoots onto the Summerland Peninsula.
As the sun set on Friday 20 October, 
Committee and Community members were 
honoured by being asked by researchers to 
release the  first bandicoot at each site on 
the Summerland Peninsula.

This important moment acknowledges 
traditional land management practices 
and working together to bring the natural 
ecosystem back into balance.

The Community will be 
kept up to date on the 
project and volunteer 
opportunities 
are available to 
assist in ongoing 
monitoring. Use 
the contact details 
at the end of this 
update if you would 
like more information.

Coming Full Circle

Open to the Community

The Nature Parks’ Community Open 
Day 2018 on Sunday 4 March is set to 
be a great day of fun and learning. 
This annual event offers free entry 
to Bass Coast and Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Community 
members. There are also activities 
where you can meet the team and 
volunteers. Planning is underway 
for reconciliation events 
including ‘Spirit of the Land’.  
Stay tuned for details.   

Did you know?
This is the Torres Strait Islander flag 
and was created as a symbol of unity 
and identity for Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. Torres Strait Islanders’ culture 
and traditions are strongly connected to the land, sea and sky 
– elements which are represented in the flag. We fly this flag 
along with the Aboriginal flag to acknowledge and respect 
our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander team members, 
Community and visitors.

Above circled:  Committee members Adam Magennis from Bunurong 
Land Council and Samiro Douglas.

Right: Committee member Safina Stewart and family and Community 
member Tilisha James on right.

Below: Committee member Patrice Mahoney (far right) leads a group 
including CEO Catherine Basterfield (3rd from left) and Board member 
Kevin Love (6th from left) to a release site.

Continued P2

Bass Coast 
you are invited to discover 

your Island Home!

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this land and pay our respects to their Elders, 

past, present and future.

	FREE entry* to all  Nature Parks attractions!  Penguin Parade, Antarctic Journey at the Nobbies Centre, 
Koala Conservation Centre and Churchill Island.	Walks, talks and activities with the Nature Parks’  

rangers, researchers and volunteers.	Enjoy our Eco Boat Tours with a 50% discount on the day.
	Let’s join together to live with wildlife, and  

reduce plastics in our marine environment!

Join the fun of Phillip Island Nature Parks

Community Open Day 2018

Sunday 4 March

Further information and the full event program will be published in 
local papers in February 2018 and www.penguins.org.au* For Bass Coast Shire residents only. Proof of residency such as 

your rates notice or drivers licence is required for entry on the day. 
Accompanying friends are welcome, but must pay entry fees as 
apply. Excludes premium products, tours and boat tours.

Artwork was adapted and used with permission from an original painting by Steve Ulula Parker from Boonwurrung, Yorta Yorta Erub descent.
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We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this land and pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and future.

Contact
Sally O’Neill Community and Communications, Phillip Island Nature Parks, PO Box 97 Cowes, Victoria 3922 Australia.  
Telephone: +61 3 5951 2800  Fax: +61 3 5956 8394  Email: reconciliation@penguins.org.au  www.penguins.org.au 

Biyadin Festival
The annual Biyadin Festival is a local event 
to welcome the short-tailed shearwaters 
home and connect to Country. 

The Reconciliation Action Committee once 
again supported this event with a stall at 
Churchill Island on the Saturday. We offered 
Nature Parks retail items for a gold coin donation 
and encouraged festival goers to add their mark 
to our mural for reconciliation. Congratulations 
to Committee members Graeme Burgan and 
Patrice Mahoney for organising this event.

Reconciliation Key to our 
Future Planning 

Our next Reconciliation Action Plan 

Over the past few months, we have been 
talking to the Community about the Nature 
Parks’ Draft Strategic Plan. This plan outlines 
our key aspirations and the major programs 
needed to help us achieve our goals.

Thank you to Committee and Community 
members for your feedback. It’s great to see 
reconciliation and relationships with our 
Traditional Custodians and Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Community being listed 
as a key aspiration for our organisation. Still 
in draft form, the plan can be viewed at 
www.penguins.org.au/strategicplan.

In 2012, we embarked on the next 
step of our reconciliation journey 
with the launch of the Nature Parks’ 
first Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP). 
Our second RAP was launched in 2015 and is 
due to be completed by the end of 2018. These 
RAPs have enriched us as an organisation, 
helping us to work together towards clear 
goals around the pillars of Relationships, 
Respect and Opportunities. In 2018, we will 
complete and evaluate our current RAP 2015-
2018 and work together to develop a new and 
exciting RAP that outlines opportunities for 
cross-cultural engagement with Traditional 

Custodians and our broader Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Island Communities. 

Stay tuned for updates and how you can  
be involved.

Diary dates:
Put these dates in your diary now –  
more details to come!

Sunday 4 March 2018 

Community Open Day

Saturday 26 May 2018

National Sorry Day

Sunday 27 May – Sunday 3 June 2018 

National Reconciliation Week

Sunday 8 - Sunday 15 July 2018

NAIDOC Week ‘Because of Her, We Can’ 

Did you know?
“A Reconciliation Action Plan (or RAP) is a 
business plan that turns good intentions into 
actions. By focusing on building respectful 
relationships between Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples and other Australians, 
sustainable opportunities can be created. 
A RAP publicly formalises an organisation’s 

contribution to reconciliation by identifying 
clear actions with realistic targets. By working 
in consultation with Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander communities, organisations and 
leaders, RAPs support organisations to embed 
cultural change within a whole organisation.”

Reconciliation Australia

Phillip Island Nature Parks  2015–2018Reconciliation Action Plan

Committee members Leanne Renwick and Kate Adams 
at the RAC stall. Festival organisers Patrice Mahoney and Graeme Burgan.

Circled: Festival Stage Manager Kahn, James-Parker 
helps Lakshan Jain-Standke to add his handprint to the 
reconciliation mural.


