
 

Hooded Plovers 
 

 

The Hooded Plover (Thinornis rubricollis) is a small shore bird, 

about 20 cm in length, found on beaches throughout 

southern Australia and parts of Western Australia, including 
the Bass Coast. They are largely confined to high energy 

ocean beaches, and spend a great deal of time on the beach.   

Their nests are usually simple scrapes in nearby dune areas. 

 

The Hooded Plover is listed as Threatened under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee 

Act 1988, and Vulnerable in Victoria. 

Go Wild for Life! 

To celebrate World Environment Day we aim to inspire more people than ever before to take 

action to prevent the growing strain on planet Earth’s natural systems from reaching breaking 

point.   

 

What are Council, Phillip Island Nature Parks and the community doing to save this 

threatened bird species? 

 

Phillip Island Nature Park: 

 

Phillip Island Nature Parks, along with local conservation groups and volunteers, has 

been monitoring the Hooded Plover population since the 1980s. Recent plans have 

focused on increasing breeding success and adult survival. 

 

Some of their strategies include: 

• Fencing off breeding beaches from wandering sheep and cattle. 

• Controlling pest plants and animals especially foxes, dogs and cats. 

• Enforcing regulations prohibiting dogs and horses on breeding beaches. 

• Picking up rubbish such as fishing lines and other plastic from the beach and placing 

rubbish in the bin or recycling. 

 

Bass Coast Friends of the Hooded Plover: 

 

Two long established volunteer community groups have been working in Bass Coast 

Shire to protect the Hooded Plover and increase breeding and fledgling survival 

rates; Friends of the Hooded Plover and Hooded Plover Watch. Parks Victoria has 

also undertaken significant work over the past 30 years to increase the habitat of the 
threatened shore nesting bird. 



 

A group of devoted Volunteers works closely with Birds Australia, Parks Victoria 

and Bass Coast Shire to; 

 

 Conserve a threatened species of Beach-Nesting 

bird struggling to sustain itself on our local 

beaches. 

 Promote coexistence between the bird and 
recreationists 

 Monitor and Manage breeding sites 

 Participate in the biennial Victorian population 

count 

 

With low numbers of Hooded Plovers left in Victoria, the need to help this bird is 

real and present now. The opportunity for you to help exists with this Hoodie 

Friends Group.  We monitor breeding along 30 kilometres of coastline between 

Anderson’s Inlet and Kilcunda.   

 

Bass Coast Shire Council: 

 

Council are developing a strategy for the increased breeding and fledging success of 

the Hooded Plover, for the Bass Coast Shire foreshore and Phillip Island foreshore. 

 

The aim of the strategy is to:  

 Work with those interested community members and stakeholders to 

develop two strategies, including action plans to: 

 Increase breeding and fledging success of the Hooded Plover 

 Increase community awareness through education about the Hooded 

Plover 

 Improve collaboration between land managers and community groups 

 Increase protection of Hooded Plover habitat 

 Balanced and sustainable public access to beaches during Hooded 
Plover breeding season 

 Determine the resource required to undertake actions within the 

strategies 

 Develop an ongoing evaluation and monitoring 

program. 

 
You can get involved by contacting  

d.martin@basscoast .vic.gov.au, or by phone on 1300 
BCOAST(226 278) 

 

http://web.unep.org/wed/
http://www.penguins.org.au/

