
Reconciliation Update July 2018 Sorry Day
Over 70 people joined at the Nobbies to 
acknowledge this important day that pays tribute  
to the Stolen Generations and their families.

“Sorry Day is a day of mixed emotions for me.  I 
am sad that it has taken so long for our nation to 
recognise the wrongs that we have done to our 
First Peoples but optimistic that there is a journey 
that we are taking together.”

Anne Davie,  
Bass Coast South Gippsland Reconciliation Group

Top: Sorry Day at the Nobbies
Above middle: Smoking ceremony at National Reconciliation Week.
Above: Flying the flag at National Reconciliation Week.
Top right: Aunty Dyan at NAIDOC event.
Middle right: Florence Hydon from Bass Coast South Gippsland Reconciliation Group on Sorry Day.
Circled: Shani Blyth during NAIDOC Week

Artwork was adapted and used with permission from an original painting by Steve Ulula Parker from Boonwurrung, Yorta Yorta Erub descent.

Sharing the journey
A key responsibility of having a Reconciliation Action Plan is to promote 
and share important dates in the calendar. This year we were honoured to 
work with Bass Coast Shire Council, Westernport Water, Phillip Island Nature 
Parks, Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation, Bass Coast South 
Gippsland Reconciliation Group and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Community members to present these events.

National Reconciliation Week:  
Don’t Keep  
History a Mystery
Activities included lunchtime movies, a 
joint Flag Raising Ceremony, Cultural Walk 
and presentation on Traditional Ecological 
Knowledge.

“These shared events demonstrate that we are a 
valued part of the Bass Coast community.”

Patrice Mahoney, Community representative

“Bass Coast Shire Council is proud and excited to be 
commencing on our journey of reconciliation with the 
preparation of our Reconciliation Action Plan.”

Bass Coast Shire Council Mayor,  
Councillor Pamela Rothfield

“The Nature Parks is not only developing its third 
Reconciliation Action Plan but is also looking to embed 
reconciliation into its values and day to day activities.”

Kevin Love, Acting Board Chair of  
Phillip Island Nature Parks

“We must recognise that reconciliation is an 
ongoing process. We may not get it right all 
the time, however, as leaders in our community 
it’s important that we advocate for respectful 
relationships as we work towards a shared future.”

Westernport Water’s Managing Director Peter Quigley.

NAIDOC Week:  
Because of Her We Can!
A moving celebration was held at Churchill Island 
including Welcome to Country by Bunurong Elder, 
Aunty Dyan Summers and granddaughter Jannali 
followed by a flag raising ceremony with Bass Coast 
female leaders. It was a special moment for Safina 
Stewart as she raised the Torres Strait Islander flag 
for the very first time at Churchill Island supported 
by Catherine Basterfield and Liz Stinson, Phillip 
Island Nature Parks CEO and Board Chair. The group 
then celebrated the life of Ruby Gates and enjoyed 
an art display and workshop. 

“This year’s theme is ‘Because of Her, We Can’ and 
I stand with much pride whilst I acknowledge 
my Traditional Owners. This acknowledges our 
birthright, our mothers, or grand mothers, our 
aunty’s and all women beyond connect each of us 
with our ancestoral past, and our traditional lands, 
and the real connection remains with us today. 
Bunurong People are still very much alive and 
strong in their culture today.”

Aunty Dyan

“When all the flags fly side by side that means a lot 
to us. It means we are standing together.”

Patrice Mahoney, Community representative and MC
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Still rapping about 
our next RAP 

Talking about our next Reconciliation Action 
Plan (RAP) continued with sessions for staff 
and managers during National Reconciliation 
and NAIDOC Weeks. We also held two, 
full-day workshops with the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Community. The Nature 
Parks’ RAP demonstrates our commitment to 
reconciliation through a series of measurable 
actions under the themes of Respect, 
Relationships, Respect and Opportunities. 
Thanks to everyone for your input and support 
so far. You have told us that you would like 
training to increase your knowledge and to 
strengthen relationships with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples. 

A first draft will now be sent to Reconciliation 
Australia for feedback before being sent to 
the Board in August. It’s not too late to be 
involved, please contact us if you would 
like more information at reconciliation@
penguins.org.au 

You can read our current RAP here:  
www.penguins.org.au/about/
corporate-affairs/publications/
reconciliation-action-plan/  

Get in touch
reconciliation@penguins.org.au www.penguins.org.au 
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In June, Steve Davie attended his last session 
as Reconciliation Advisory Committee 
Chair. He thanked everyone and spoke of 
how reconciliation has become an integral 
part of the Nature Parks’ activities and 
that he is looking forward to seeing future 
achievements. Steve acknowledged everyone 
who had been a part of our reconciliation 
journey along the way.

 “For 50,000 years Millowl (Phillip Island) was 
cared for by the first peoples of the East Kulin 

nation. The organisation’s Reconciliation 
journey has led the Nature Parks to 
partnering with the Island’s Traditional 
Owners and local Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders in continuing to care for our 
beautiful environment,” said Steve.

We thank Steve for his dedication and for his 
significant role in furthering reconciliation 
and recognition of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Peoples at the Nature Parks 
and wish him well for the future.

Farewell Steve Davie 

Staff RAP sessions at the Koala 
Conservation Centre, Churchill 
Island and Penguin Parade.

Inset below: Community session 
held at the Nobbies.


