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Dr Roz Jessop - Environment Manager, and Jarvis Weston - Ranger in Charge 

 
PEST PLANTS 

 
Total weed control hours for the first half of the financial year (to December 2013) was 1849 
hours. Early summer weed work included chilean needle grass follow-up and the production of 
an island-wide map in cooperation with Landcare, Bass Coast Shire Council and landholders. 
Work continued on boxthorn and thistles on the Ramsar coast, horehound at old managers, 
sea spurge, tall wheat grass, blackberry, kikuyu and couch. 
 

 
 
Scott Campbell retired in December, his inspiration and 
contribution to weed control across the island over the 
years cannot be underestimated, he tackled huge weed 
projects head-on often integrating weed management with 
pest animal control particularly rabbits. Projects included 
transforming the Moonah Woodland on Churchill Island, 
Fishers Wetland and the Ramsar coast, Cape Woolamai 
and Swan Lake to name just a few.  
 
The January weed total was 128 hours, 1977 hours for the 
financial year. Work continued on thistles, Caper Spurge at 
Cape Woolamai, Apple of Sodom, pittosporum at Ventnor 
Koala Reserve and Oswin Roberts, Sicilian Sea-lavender 
follow-up at the Nobbies, Sea Surge, boxthorn, 
agapanthus, red hot pokers and stinkwort. Many thanks to the ‘Friends of Koala’s’ for their 
continued work on ragwort and thistles in Oswin Roberts Reserve during their Habitat Day on 
a very warm 4th January. 
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Scott Campbell at Cape Woolamai Dec 
2013 (photo Jon Fallaw)  
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REVEGETATION/VOLUNTEERS 

 
Summer is generally a quiet time for volunteers. Currently a group of volunteers from Deakin 
University are doing clean-up around the Nobbies car park and weed work around the 
Summerland Peninsula and other coastal areas including Observation Point. A Korean Nature 
Crew will be helping out with environment activities later this month. 
 
A busy 2014 is planned for our NAB volunteers 15 days scheduled including World 
Environment Day in June. School groups commence mid-February assisting with 
environment based projects around the island. We will be supporting and facilitating our 
many coast action and friends groups throughout the year as well. 
 
An ambitious volunteer revegetation project is planned for Kitty Miller Bay in late June with 
1200 employees from Taiwanese company, Shi Kong. 
   
      
PEST ANIMALS  

 
Foxes 
Monitoring for fox activity continues across the island after the 
conclusion of the last baiting program in December.  Spotlighting, 
tracking and camera surveillance continues across the island.  
Trapping and spotlighting has been intensified at Cape Woolamai 
and Swan Bay in response to recent evidence.  Two fox detection 
dogs are currently being trained to help with the location and 
removal of the remaining foxes on Phillip Island.  These dogs will 
enable a high detection rate for foxes and will be trained to find 
fox scats (droppings) and fresh scent in the field.  The dogs will 
be deployed by a dog handler who will be conducting island-wide 
surveys with the dogs and will be able to respond immediately to 
fox sightings from the community.  
 
PHOTO: Sam and Jazz  
The Springer Spaniels currently being trained to detect foxes for the Phillip Island Fox Eradication Program 

 

Please call 0419 369 365 if you have seen a fox on Phillip Island 
 
Cats 
A total of 78 feral cats have been removed from the Nature Park to date with reactive 
trapping occurring in response to sightings.  A broader trapping program will occur in the 
next few months. 
 
Rabbits 
In conjunction with Landcare, rabbit monitoring and baiting is planned for Summerland 
Peninsula, Forrest Caves, Surf Beach and Swan Bay to help protect indigenous vegetation. 
Rabbit control at Fishers Wetland is ongoing in an attempt to achieve eradication within the 
rabbit-proof fence. 
 
 

WILDLIFE 

 
Hooded Plover  
To the middle of February, 7 chicks have fledged from 21 nests, 50 eggs and 16 chicks. 
Fledged chicks: 1 each from Saltwater Creek (Anchorage Rd), Elizabeth Cove (Ventnor west), 
Silverleaves and Woolshed Bight, and three from Red Rocks.  
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The three chicks at Red Rocks fledged on 10th of January helped by volunteers, Nature Park 
staff, Bass Coast Shire Council and the cooperation of the public. A big thank you to our local 
Hooded Plover Watch volunteers who dedicated hundreds of hours looking after the nest, 
then the chicks over the extremely busy Christmas/New Year period. Coordinated by Sue 
Saliba, the group contended with scorching weather, off leash dogs, fireworks, beach fires 
and parties. They also resurrected the refuge area after king tides and vandalism. 

 
During the Hooded Plover and Gull Count on the 11th February 2014, 49 Hooded Plover (46 
adults and 3 juveniles) were recorded. This is one more than for the same time last year and 
ranger Sharron Woodend found 2 nests on the day. Again, many thanks to the ‘Hooded 
Plover Watch’ volunteers. 
 
Check the MyHoodie Portal for all details at http://portal.myhoodie.com.au/ 
 
 
Koalas 
During December Environment Rangers conducted a search for koalas in the central 
woodlands area of Phillip Island (Koala Conservation Centre [KCC] surrounds, Five Ways and 
Oswin Roberts Reserve).  These reserves were counted in lieu of an island wide survey as it 
involves much less effort, but gives us a good indication of what is happening with the island 
population.  Ten koalas were found during three days of searching, although one was 
recently deceased.  These numbers are relatively consistent with the number of koalas we 
expected to find which is encouraging as it indicates that the population in this busy part of 
the island is stable. 
 
Over the warmer months we have had four 
koalas in care.  Three were KCC koalas.  They 
included a female who had lost the sight in an 
eye (and eventually the eye in order to control 
infection) and a male with a compound 
fracture of a finger on his fore paw which had 
to be amputated.  Both have made 
remarkably good recoveries and are back in 
the woodland.  Regrettably, the fourth koala 
appeared to have been hit by a car and 
required euthanasia. 
 
Life on the boardwalks was less stressful over 
the holiday period (for both koalas and 
rangers) due to some modifications that make 
it difficult for koalas to use the handrails to 

Sue Saliba, Kay and Wayne Schoer releasing  
(photo: Wayne Schoer) 

Processing Red Rocks chick YLF ‘07’ 



4 

 

move from tree to tree. The above photograph shows the Perspex barrier on the handrail 
and a koala using the runway, built from timber sourced in our browse plantation, to provide 
an alternative route. 
  
 

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION AND ANIMAL WELFARE 

 
The car park chick relocation work for 2013/14 breeding season is almost complete, with 
only two chicks remaining in the area, which will be retrieved at the end of the week. Plans 
are underway to continue with car park vegetation clearing for winter 2014.  
 
We recently released a shy albatross which was found at the mouth of Powlett River - 
exhausted and with soft tissue damage to the left wing. It made a full recovery after plenty 

of rest and recreation in our special 
“albatross” pool. 
 
In December we cared for an injured 
Whistling Kite, which was rescued from a 
property in Rhyll. It was underweight and 
had swelling and feather loss to the head. 
It made a fantastic recovery and was 
released a few weeks later.  
We are currently caring for an adult Little 
Penguin that was found on the beach 
before dark by an ultimate tour ranger. It 
had a large cut on its back, consistent with 
those from propeller strike. It was stitched 
up at the vets, and we expect a full 

recovery.  
 

 
 
We successfully removed a fishing hook from the mouth of a young seal at the pier in 
Cowes. A galah was also bought in with fishing line around its feet. 
 
We are also caring for a very shabby looking pre-moult penguin that was found on the beach 
in Lakes Entrance. We are currently feeding him up to encourage moulting as his current 
feather condition renders him un-waterproof and hence unable to survive in the wild. 
  
The after-hours (4pm to 7.30am) wildlife rescue service has now been transitioned over to 
Wildlife Victoria. All of our original rescuers have been retrained and are now official WV 
volunteers. Nature Park staff still rescue wildlife from 7:30am-4pm 7 days per week (ring 
5951 2800).  Injured wildlife can also be dropped off at the Penguin Parade Visitor Centre 
between 10am and 4pm. 
 
We have recently purchased a range of equipment to enhance the daily operations of the 
wildlife clinic using grant money from Mazda, Australian Geographic and Department of 
Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI). This is to better ensure we’re prepared for an 
oiled wildlife emergency. 
 
 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

 
A quarterly risk audit is currently being conducted and subsequent works will be carried over 
the next few months. 
 

Release of the Shy Albatross. 
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The upgrade to the walking track from Conservation Hill to Rhyll is currently underway. Work 
on the new section of the Oswin Roberts track has started and a new loop will be open soon.  
Repair works on other parts of the track will also be undertaken. 
 
Exercise Pinguino – Phase 2 

The Nature Parks has engaged Kirkham-Smith 
Consultants to help develop and run an exercise scenario 
“Exercise Pinguino” to activate and review the 
effectiveness of the Nature Parks wildlife response to a 
tier 2 pollution event (level 3 Wildlife Response = > 200 
birds).  The second part of the exercise will be on the 21 
and 22 May 2014. Volunteers trained by the Nature 
Parks Wildlife Rehabilitation Team will be participating as 
well as staff from partner agencies. 
 
The field based component will focus on the 
implementation of the operational component of the 
Nature Parks’ Wildlife Response Incident Action Plan 
including the simulated activation of volunteer networks, collection of oiled wildlife including 
Little Penguins at night, transportation of pseudo oiled wildlife to the Nature Parks Wildlife 
Clinic, record keeping, triage, washing, drying, initial care, organisation of supplies and 
deployment of temporary equipment – such as extra pools and penguin accommodation.   
 
 
FIRE 

 

Thankfully we have had a relatively undisturbed fire 
season so far. Rangers extinguished beach fires at 
Silverleaves, Right Point and Smiths Beach, with a 
total of eight fires from 26th December 2013 to 
early February. The major issue for the Nature Park 
coming out of the summer period was the amount 
of illegal fireworks, particularly over the New Year 
period. 

 

Planned burns were completed at Kitty Miller Bay 
(1.4ha area burn) and at Berry’s Beach (1.3ha area 
burnt). The CFA was invited to help out, and two 
members from the San Remo brigade with a slip-on 
unit assisted with the burn at Berrys Beach, which 
was very much appreciated. The two burns were 
successful. The sites were closely monitored for the first 24 hours afterwards and then days 
afterwards for any ignitions.  

 

Kitty Miller Bay burn area consists of coastal tussock grassland mosaic which is being 
threatened by a significant amount of introduced weed species like kikuyu, thistles and 
phalaris. The controlled burn is necessary to manage the area to reduce weeds and assist 
with indigenous plant regeneration and improve habitat values. 

 

We are now developing burn prescriptions for the autumn burning period. These include 
small burns at Fishers Wetland, Oswin Roberts, Ventnor Koala Reserve and the Koala 
Conservation Centre.   

 

Resurfacing of the walking tracks from 
Conservation Hill to Rhyll. 

 

Rangers burning an edge along the boundary at Kitty 
Millers Bay (Photo Marc Coulter)  
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Slashing of all tracks, fuel breaks 
and firebreaks has been 
completed. Trimming of 
vegetation and widening of some 
firebreaks and fuel breaks has 
also been conducted. 

 

We are currently working with 
Council to commission consultants 
to undertake an analysis of the 
asset protection zone 
requirements for Princeton 
Avenue Reserve at Cape 
Woolamai. 

 

 

The Fire Operations Plan 2013-16 is available at:  
http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-
management/ 

 
GRANTS 

 
Melbourne Water 2013/14 
Work regarding the Melbourne Water grant is currently underway with a local contractor 
spraying tall wheat grass over summer 2013/14 adjacent to Fisher’s Wetland. We have been 
successful in obtaining a new Melbourne Water grant for $19,500. This grant will again focus 
on the wetlands we have worked on in the past but with the inclusion of Newhaven Swamp 
where we will remove woody weeds and spray Bridal Creeper with Nature Park staff, 
contractors and volunteers.  
 
DEPI Coastal Risk Mitigation Grant 
Construction of the the staircase at Aussie Track will commence shortly. 
 
 
Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management Authority (Caring for our 
Country, Ramsar Grant) 
Weed work at Observation Point and vermin control have continued as part of this grant. 
 
Western Port Biosphere Growing Connections  
Weed control and revegetation works have commenced for this project on the Summerland 
Peninsula. 
 
Communities for Nature 2013 
More chipping of woody weeds that threaten Shearwater habitat at Ventnor west will be 
completed in the next couple of months, with follow up work on weed control and 
revegetation. 
 
DEPI Coastcare Community Grants 2014 
We are currently applying to Coastcare Victoria for three separate grants:  

• to complete follow up weed control on Cape Woolamai 
• for a boardwalk/staircase with revegetation and weed control at Kitty Miller Bay 
• for shorebird protection i.e. replace signage and  acquire gear for volunteers 

 
 
 

Burn operations map for Kitty Millers Bay 
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SHOREBIRD STUDIES WITH THE VWSG 

 
Environment Rangers supported a field trip by 
the Victorian Wader Study Group to 
Observation Point.  Bar-tailed godwit were 
caught and marked with engraved flags, this 
will enable their migration to either New 
Zealand (many young birds) or to the 
breeding grounds in Siberia to be followed.  
Destruction of mud flats in the Yellow Sea and 
global warming in the Arctic are major threats 
to this species and being able to show that 
“our” birds use the Yellow Sea assists in 
efforts to obtain protection for vital food 
supplies at staging spots. 
 
The birds around Observation Point are most 
vulnerable to disturbance during their resting periods (two hours either side of high tide), as 
they put on weight for their northward migration in mid-March.  
 
Pied oystercatchers were also marked with engraved leg-flags to study movements between 
wintering sites including to King Island in Tasmania. Birds come from breeding sites around 
Western Port and locations such as King Island to spend the non-breeding period in flocks.   
 
Photographs of their eyes were taken to determine if this can be used as an accurate ageing 
tool.  In European oystercatchers eyes become redder as birds get older and the pupils more 
rounded, so birds can be accurately aged up to four years. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Eddie Docherty 

 
We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the contribution of Eddie Docherty to 
the Nature Parks.  Eddie worked as a Gate Ranger guiding tourists visiting the Penguin 
Parade and helping to protect the penguins from vehicles. Eddie passed away suddenly on 
15th December 2013 and we extend our sympathies to Annabel, Josh and Sam and families. 
 

Not much room on Observation Point at high tide! (Photos 
Rob Patrick) 

Bird in second year (photos Danny) More than 4 years old 


