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Revegetation at Scenic Estate 

 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS - JUNE 2015 
Dr Roz Jessop, Environment Manager and Jarvis Weston, Ranger in Charge 

 

PEST PLANTS 

Total hours dedicated to weed control for the financial year (to the end of May) was 3238 hours 
compared with 3495 last May. May total was 285 hours.  

With the shearwaters gone, work began again in their habitat. The Ecoblade spent a week at Cape 
Woolamai on boxthorn, inkweed, apple of sodom, kikuyu and buffalo grass.  

Other work included pittosporum in Oswin Roberts, apple of sodom and thistles on the Summerland 
Peninsula, boxthorn follow-up along the south coast, polygala at Observation Point, capeweed on 
Cape Woolamai, NZ spinach and kikuyu in the Scenic Estate, and smokeweed at Churchill Island. 

 

REVEGETATION/VOLUNTEERS 

Scenic Estate has been a major focus, revegetating along the Ramsar coastline with nearly 2500 
plants already in, including Moonah trees and grasses, in preparation for the conservation reserve 
opening in July. Berry’s Beach walking track has also been a focus with NAB groups, school groups 
and a staff day assisting to get plants in. Nearly 2000 grasses have already been put in with many 
more to come. Many days have been spent preparing Cape Woolamai to be planted out with 
volunteer groups and the Green Army later on in the season. Summerlands Estate, Fishers Wetland, 
Ventnor West, Oswin Roberts and Churchill Island are also being revegetated with a focus on 
increasing biodiversity.  

The Green Army has been a wonderful asset to the Environment department helping with projects 
including fence maintenance, planting, rubbish clean up, weed removal and nursery work.   

The Surf Beach Sunderland Bay 
Coastcare Group have already had a few 
productive days continuing their great 
work along that section of the coast.   

More information on volunteering with 
the group for work days and projects can 
be found on their Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-
Beach-Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-
Group/1537561176526761  

Friends of the Koalas continued their 
conservation work through Oswin 
Roberts Reserve and have helped with 
plant propagation at the Barb Martin 
Bushbank. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-Beach-Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-Group/1537561176526761
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-Beach-Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-Group/1537561176526761
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surf-Beach-Sunderland-Bay-Coastcare-Group/1537561176526761
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PEST ANIMALS  

Foxes 

There is currently fox activity at Cape Woolamai and Princeton Ave, with traps out at both areas. An 
island-wide baiting program will occur across the island in late July. The detection dogs are currently 
surveying the eastern end of the island and will progress west. Cameras are also installed around the 
east end of the island to further detect any fox activity. 

Please call 0419369365 if you have seen a fox on Phillip Island 

Cats 

Over 125 feral cats have been removed from the park this financial year. Trapping is now occurring 
at Cape Woolamai and along the south coast. These efforts will hopefully help protect the Short-
tailed Shearwaters and migratory shorebirds as well as nesting resident shorebirds. 

Rabbits 

The Bass Coast Landcare Network is still finalising a draft Rabbit Strategy in collaboration with Phillip 
Island Nature Parks, Bass Coast Shire Council, Parks Victoria and other agencies to standardise and 
coordinate monitoring and control of rabbits across the region. The Penguin Foundation has 
supported the development of the strategy which will be sent out for public comment in the near 
future. 

 

HOODED PLOVER  

Staff and local Hooded Plover watch 
volunteers attended the 5th National Beach 
Nesting Bird BNB Conference which was held 
on the Mornington Peninsula at Point 
Nepean on 15-16 May. Topics included 
breeding management strategies, the 
biennial BNB survey results, impacts of 
people, vehicles, dogs, coastal weeds and 
plastic. 

Reports are coming regarding Phillip Island 
hooded plover movements i.e. one of the 
Red Rocks pairs were recorded at Berrys 
Beach in the last island-wide count, but has 
since moved to the Bass Coast. 

 

Dates for the Hooded Plover and Gull Count 

Count Date Meet Time Place Tide height Tide time 

Wednesday 29/07/2015 08:30 am Environment Pod 1.38 m 09:30 am 

Monday 09/11/2015 09:30 am Environment Pod 1.25 m 10:37 am 

 
Beach Nesting Bird Portal:    
http://portal.mybeachbird.com.au/ 

The manual to assist with entering and viewing data now available online: 
http://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/BNB-MyHoodie_data_portal_user_guide-hoodies.pdf 

Contact Jon Fallaw if you have any issues with the portal for Phillip Island. 

Point Nepean: Jon Fallaw, Bob Baird, Sue Saliba, 
Steve Johnson, Jarvis Weston 

http://portal.mybeachbird.com.au/
http://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/BNB-MyHoodie_data_portal_user_guide-hoodies.pdf
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KOALAS 

Early in June, a group of Nature Parks staff from the Environment, Research and Marketing teams 
and Patsy Hunt from the Friends of the Koalas met to discuss topics including: 

 What we need to do to ensure the long-term viability of the KCC koala population 

 What role we want the KCC to play in the community 

 What sort of tourist entity we want it to be 

This is in preparation for a broader discussion with external parties including the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP), Parks Victoria and the Koala Technical Advisory 
Group. These discussions will feed into the Woodlands Key Area Plan which will be developed over 
the next 12 months. 

On the ground, the cooler months are generally characterised by a reduction in koala activity.  
Sightings across the island have dropped off, while around the KCC, koalas seem drawn to the tops 
of the trees where they can enjoy the sun when it appears, especially on the cool cloudless days. 

KCC rangers welcome reports of koala sightings on Phillip Island and are particularly interested in 
the colour of any ear tags seen. Phone: (03) 5952 1307 

 

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION AND ANIMAL WELFARE 

Currently in care at the Nature Parks Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre is a silver gull that has an injured 
wing due to a fishing line and hook entanglement, a northern giant petrel which is an underweight 
juvenile who is progressing well, a malnourished fluttering shearwater, and two hand-raised ringtail 
possums, due for release in July.  

The rehabilitation staff recently had a juvenile shy albatross in care. It was malnourished with minor 
injuries to one wing. The wing initially had to be bandaged, but once removed, the bird was able to 
move to one of the outdoor pool pens and begin exercising in order to regain condition. After 3½ 
weeks in care, it was successfully released on the 7th July 2015. 

Nature Parks’ Rangers responded to 154 calls to the wildlife hotline during April and May.  

We have had several successful release stories over the last two months: 

 A pelican with soft tissue injuries to the leg 

 A swallow with minor head injuries  

 Two little penguins, both underweight post moult 

 21 short-tailed shearwaters 

The rehabilitation rangers recently participated in the pilot of the oiled-small seabird course that the 
Nature Parks is running in conjunction with DELWP and Federation University. Once the course is 
finalised it will be run for staff, volunteers and Parks Victoria/DELWP staff. 

The short-tailed shearwater rescue program ran smoothly this year, with 365 birds rescued from the 
roads around Phillip Island and San Remo. This compares to 690 in 2013 and 18 in 2014. 

 

FIRE 

Environment staff successfully completed a small ecological planned burn within the grassy 
woodland area of the KCC. This was achieved with a 20-30% mosaic burn under mild weather 
conditions. The site was then followed up with a good lot of rain and this put the last embers out 
and encouraged native vegetation to instantly start sprouting. Hopefully the burn will stimulate the 
seed bank and natural regeneration over the site in the coming months.  
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EcoBlade following up woody weeds on Cape 
Woolamai 

Consultant Alison Oates (Oates Environmental 
Consulting) has recently submitted the ‘Rhyll 
Inlet Vegetation Management Plan 2015.' 
Some of the content covers fire ecology topics 
such as; Ecological Vegetation Divisions, Key 
Flora Fire Response Species, Tolerable Fire 
Intervals, and a summary of ecological 
considerations and issues associated with the 
use of fire. Consultant Helen Bull, of Obliqua, 
has also submitted the Nature Parks Rhyll Inlet 
Bushfire Assessment. Some of the topics 
covered from Helen are fire history, fire danger 
and weather, available fuel in the area, likely 
bushfire scenarios and bushfire management 
options and recommendations. 

Work continues on modifying the existing 
garden around the Koala Conservation Centre 
to create a defendable space from bushfire 
attack. 

Nature Park Rangers recently had an onsite 
meeting with the CFA Vegetation Management 
Officer for South East Region to discuss a 
potential 1.3 Ha planned burn. This would 
potentially be a joint agency planned burn as it 
includes a section of the roadside vegetation on Harbison road and an area in the south of Oswin 
Roberts Reserve.  

For all other fire related activities, see the Nature Parks Fire Operations Plan 2015-17 at the 
following link: 

http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-management/ 

 

GRANTS AND PROJECTS 

 Melbourne Water 2015/16 - Works will 
commence soon on the grant for $14,300 
from Melbourne Water to control weeds 
and planting within our wetlands for 
2015/16. 

 Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment 
Management Authority (Caring for our 
Country, Ramsar Grant) - Weed work at 
Observation Point and vermin control has 
continued as part of this grant. 

 DEPI Coastcare Community Grants 2014 - 
The grant for ‘Protection of Hooded Plovers 
and Short-tailed Shearwaters’ is progressing 
well with new beach signage and 
equipment purchased for volunteers, and 
the new ‘Special Shorebird’ signage has 
been installed. 

Controlled burn at the KCC 

http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-management/
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 DEPI Coastcare Community Grants 2014/15 - Weed control projects on Cape Woolamai (photo 
right) and at Kitty Miller Bay to protect Short-tailed Shearwater habitat have commenced now 
that the birds have left. 

 DEPI Coastal Environment Program 2014/15 - Design and engineering has been completed to 
construct new boardwalks at Forrest Caves and Kitty Miller Bay. Coastal Management Act 
consent has been provided by DELWP and our construction team will commence construction in 
the next few months. 

 DELWP Wildlife Shelter Grants 2014/15 - This grant is to support the development of a Wildlife 
Wildfire plan for the Summerland Peninsula, oil spill training and on upgrading the Wildlife Clinic 
to support oil and fire response. 

 Penguin Foundation 2014/15 - Funding has been used to hire extra VMS signage for the Short-
tailed Shearwater Protection Program, and funding was acquired for Landcare for the Rabbit 
Strategy. 

We have also recently been successful in receiving funding for the salary of the Dog Handler for 
the fox program for 2015/16. 

Funding from the Penguin Foundation will also be used to conduct a research project on the post-
release survival of hand-raised possums. We are currently applying to the Animal Ethics 
Committee for approval. 

 Friends of the Koalas Inc. - Communities for Nature 2014-15 (Round 4) ($6483) - This grant of 
$6483 is for Friends of the Koalas Inc. to assist with eucalyptus and grassland regeneration in the 
Oswin Roberts Reserve.  The Nature Parks is a partner for the grant. 

 Western Port Biosphere ‘Growing Connections’ grant for the South Coast - This grant has been 
used to control weeds and protect remnant vegetation and habitat areas along the south coast of 
Phillip Island. Significant areas of gorse have been sprayed, and woody weeds have been 
removed from the Sunderland Bay Surf Beach area. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTACT US: 
 
Phillip Island Nature Parks 
Po Box 97 
Cowes Victoria 3922  
Australia 
 
Email: info@penguins.org.au 
Telephone: +61 3 5951 2800  
Facsimile: +61 3 5956 8394 
Website: www.penguins.org.au 

http://www.penguins.org.au/

