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Environment News                                                August 2014 

Dr Roz Jessop, Environment Manager, and Jarvis Weston, Ranger in Charge 

 
Winter is always a busy period for the Nature Parks Environment Department as there is a 
relatively small window that weeds are growing before winter sets in and the departure and 
arrival of the Short-tailed Shearwaters. 
 
PEST PLANTS 

 
Weed control total for the first month of the financial July was 385 hours. The majority of time 
was spent on boxthorn removal on Cape Woolamai, kikuyu, horehound and boxthorn at 
Berry’s Beach and woody weed removal at Princeton Avenue. There have been numerous 
follow up sweeps throughout the Summerland Peninsula to remove bulbs and woody weeds. 
 

 
Burning boxthorn near the Pinnacles. Follow up after the removal of a massive  
 Mirror Bush Coprosma repens south of the  
 Pinnacles. 
 
 

REVEGETATION/VOLUNTEERS 

 
We have hosted four NAB groups over the last month or so. This included a group of 
approximately 17 volunteers who helped out on National Tree Day. They installed 57 
penguin boxes that we had in storage, and planted 900 plants. Other NAB groups have 
assisted with plantation work at the Koala Conservation Centre, revegetation at Fishers 
Wetland and weed control work around the Park. A great effort and thanks to NAB. 
 
A number of school groups, work experience kids, Scouts from Canada and Coastal 
Ambassadors from around Victoria have come through, mainly doing maintenance on Project 
Penguin Home sites but also on the Growing Connections Revegetation Project on the 
Summerland Peninsula.  
 
The Sunderland Bay/Surf Beach Coast action group continues its great work along that 
section of coast with more planting around Park St and other areas along the coast. Friends 
of the Koalas continued planting at Conservation Hill. Kitty Miller Bay Coast Action Group also 
continued weed control and revegetation activities.  
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Green Army 

 
Initially the Green Army were due to begin with us in July but logistical difficulties have 
meant they will be starting later, most likely in March 2015. Recruitment for the participants 
and their team leaders is occurring presently. Their objectives, over a 6 month period, 
include enhancing shearwater, penguin and koala habitat across Phillip Island, revegetation 
in the Bass Hills and mangrove revegetation in Western Port. Due to the seasonal sensitivity 
of some of these works it is not practical to have the Green Army begin their tenure over 
summer and therefore for them to begin in March will be ideal. Hosted by the Nature Park, 
and based at the Koala Conservation Centre, they will also work alongside the Bass Coast 
Shire Council and Landcare. 
 

PEST ANIMALS  

 
Foxes 
Surveys for evidence with the Fox Detection Dogs, Sam and Jazz, is continuing with fox scats 
found at Newhaven, Cape Woolamai and Rhyll.  These areas are being targeted with 
trapping and surveillance with night vision equipment, and will be thoroughly treated in the 
next fox baiting program due to commence shortly prior to the shearwaters’ arrival in late 
September. 
 
Another visit from staff and dogs from the Tasmanian Invasive Species Branch is planned for 
later in the year.  These extra Fox Detection Teams will work with Nature Parks staff and 
dogs to intensify search effort for foxes on Phillip Island over a narrow window to search for 
evidence such as scats, lay-up areas and den sites. 

 

Please call 0419 369 365 if you 
have seen a fox on Phillip Island 
 
Cats 
A total of 150 feral cats were removed from the Phillip Island environment last year with 22 
trapped since July.  Focus will be placed on coastal shearwater colonies on the south coast, 
Cape Woolamai and the north-west coast prior to the shearwaters returning from their 
migration from the northern hemisphere later next month.  
 
Rabbits 
The Nature Park is working with the Bass Coast Landcare Network, as part of the Rabbit 
Working Group, to develop a rabbit strategy for the Bass Coast region. This regional strategy 
will have four main components or geographical areas – Phillip Island, French Island, Bass 
hills and Bass coastlines.  
 
The Nature Park is currently providing the Working Group with information and broad 
objectives for the Phillip Island strategy. This strategy is a long term project that aims to 
bring together all stakeholders involved in rabbit control to provide a coordinated effort in 

controlling rabbits and to leverage funding.  
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WILDLIFE 

 
Hooded Plover  
The first of the 4 island wide counts was undertaken by staff and ‘Hooded Plover Watch’ 
volunteers in August. 41 Hooded Plover were recorded and most of the colour leg bands 
were identified. Significant scouring was reported along many of our coastal beaches; it is 
unclear how this may impact the upcoming breeding season. 

Remaining 2014 Date for the – Hooded Plover and Gull Count  

 

Count Date Meet Time Place Tide height Tide time 

Wednesday 
05/11/2014 

09:30 am 
Environment 

Pod 
1.35m 10:24 am 

 
Bring: water / snacks, wear hats, suitable clothing / footwear and sun screen, and bring 
telescope / binoculars if you have them           jfallaw@penguins.org.au  59512800. 
 
The results from this count will be included in the Biennial Hooded Plover count on the 
weekend of November 15-16th. The count is our opportunity to estimate the Hooded Plover 
population size from Ceduna in South Australia, to Jervis Bay in New South Wales. 
 
KOALAS 

 
With the lengthening of the days, koalas are becoming more active as they head into 
another breeding season.  Although a joey from last season emerged from the pouch late in 
June, it is apparent that it is not still with its mother.  As no sign of it has been found, it is 
likely that it has been taken by a bird, possibly the powerful owl that has been seen in the 
vicinity recently.  This is the only young so far seen from last season, although it is not too 
late for others to ‘appear’.   
 
Once again the wetland has held water over the drier months, and heavy rain over the last 
few months has the water level at near capacity. 
 
Work continues in the plantation where new trees are being planted. 
 

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION AND ANIMAL WELFARE 

 
Currently in care at the Wildlife Clinic is a penguin, which came in massively underweight but 
has made a fantastic recovery and is nearly due for release. Also in care is a pelican with an 
infection in its leg, we suspect from a fishing hook. It is making progress and we expect a 
full recovery. We are currently preparing our three Brush-tail Possums for soft-release.  
 
In late May, one of the Wildlife Rehabilitation Rangers attended the bi-annual Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Conference in Hobart. This was a fantastic opportunity to network with fellow 
wildlife carers and learn about the latest news and techniques in the field.  
 
Wildlife Rehab Rangers responded to 75 wildlife rescue calls during June & July.  
 
Talks about wildlife rehabilitation were delivered to Coastal Ambassadors and also to staff at 
the ‘All Hail The Mighty Penguin’ staff training day at the Nature Parks.  
 

file://pdev/rrdata/Research/Gull%20Counts%20OK/Surveys%202009/jfallaw@penguins.org.au
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Wildlife Rehab Rangers attended the Shearwater Estate in Cowes following a small oil spill. 
Thankfully, no oiled wildlife was sighted.  
 
More recently, Wildlife Rehab Rangers have been assisting in the preparation of oiled seal 
response and wildfire action plans.  
 
Work has continued in the Penguin Parade car park, with the clearing of penguin friendly 
vegetation, to help deter pairs from establishing and breeding there and being at risk of car 
collision.  
 
We have also been hosting a vet student from Korea who learned a lot about Australian 
wildlife during his stay.  
 
Work is continuing on the actions created from the Exercise Pinguino debrief.  

 
BIRD SURVEYS 

Rangers have been undertaking monthly bird surveys in 17 plots around the island. The 
collected data is then entered onto the national database held by BirdLife Australia. 
 
Recent highlights included sightings of Blue-billed Duck and Pink-eared Duck within our 
wetlands.  Large numbers of Eurasian Coot have been present at Fishers Wetland and the 
elusive Black-tailed Native Hens have been sighted. 
 
Some Cape Barren Geese have already started breeding and chicks from small to those 
developing full plumage are scattered acrossthe island. 
 
Pacific and Kelp Gulls are also nesting and a large collection of Silver Gulls at the Nobbies 
suggests they may start breeding soon. 
 

RISK MANAGEMENT  

 
The quarterly risk audit will be conducted during August. The high priority jobs outlined in 
the May audit have been attended to and other immediate risks caused by isolated incidents 
and weather events have been duly mitigated. Chicken wire mesh on boardwalks is slowly 
being replaced with plastic garden meshing (on trial) which is used in the wet tropics of 
Australia. It is less prone to rusting and hopefully its durability will be as effective. Recycled 
plastic board-walk is also being considered as an alternative to traditional timber products. 
Physical barriers have been erected to discourage informal access in seabird colony areas on 
steep inclines.  
 
Exercise Porcha 
The wildlife impact resulting from an oil spill 
affecting Phillip Island would impact on the 
Australian Fur Seal colony at on Seal Rocks. 
Exercise Porcha is designed to explore 
possible response strategies for such an 
event.



 

5 
 

Bushfire Wildlife Response for the Summerland Peninsula 
The Phillip Island Nature Parks’ (the Nature Park) risk management and business continuity 
plans have identified bushfire and oiling (contamination) of Little Penguins as two of the 
greatest risks to the Nature Park’s environmental, social and economic values.  Current 
measures that the Nature Parks has in place for managing fire on the Peninsula include a 
Fire Operations Plan which involves liaising with the CFA, training for rangers with 
Department of Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI) for first strike response, hazard 
reduction (removal of weeds), fuel breaks, wet fire breaks at the Penguin Parade, and road 
closures on days of Total Fire Ban.  However, the risk of fire from arson and lightning strike 
remains. Any fire will have a devastating effect on the Little Penguins as they do not have 
any natural defenses.  This year we will be conducting a series of workshops to investigate 
how the Nature Parks could respond to wildlife needs during and after a bushfire on the 
Summerland Peninsula. 

FIRE 

We are currently reviewing our fire operations planning for 2014-2017. We have checked 
firebreaks and identified changes needed and are now updating the Fire Operations Plan. 
Some of the planned burns that are possible to be completed later this year are: 

 Berry’s Beach 

 Oswin Roberts Reserve 
 Koala Conservation Centre  
 Ventnor Koala Reserve 
 Churchill Island  

 
The Cape Woolamai Asset Protect Zone report has been completed by Terramatrix. Some of 
the recommendations include:  

 Strategic vegetation management where appropriate  
 Community engagement programs with CFA, including information for residents 

about retro-fitting for bushfires and active house defense method  

 Asset Protection Zones (APZ) 
 Planning and building controls 
 Community education programs 

 
Piles of Boxthorn were also burnt along the coast at Cape Woolamai. These burns were 
conducted according to the burn plan, to fulfil obligations under the Nature Parks Fire 
Management Plan and the Bass Coast Municipal Fire Management Plan. All relevant 
stakeholders were notified, including the CFA, DEPI, local police, council and adjoining 
landowners. 
 
Following the woodlands fire report recommendations, several actions have been completed 
or are being accomplished: 

  At the Koala Conservation Centre landscaping for bushfire; removal of vegetation 
around the visitor centre and providing defendable space based on standards for 
radiant heat exposure.  

 Gate installed at the northern end of Oswin Roberts Reserve, closures for extreme 
weather conditions instead of relying solely upon advisory signs following the 
recommendations from the woodlands fire report. 

 We are also in discussions with the BCSC, CFA / Vegetation Management Officer in 
planning a couple of road side burns along the south end of Oswin Roberts Reserve, 
on Harbison Road and the Phillip Island Tourist road off Five-ways Reserve for 2015.  
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 Also following the recommendations of the woodlands fire report, 450 Pines removed 
from Five-ways Reserve producing a 10 meter fire break and allowing for 
revegetation with less fire prone native species. 

 
Image taken during the 
removal of the 450 Pines from 
Five Ways Reserve, this has 
produced a 10 meter fire 
break. This was one of the 
actions recommended from 
the woodlands fire report.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The replacement of one of the fires vehicle at the Penguin Parade has been completed.  In 
relation to training, new Environment Rangers are to undergo the General Firefighting with 
Department of Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI) later in the year. 
 

The PINP Fire Operations Plan 2013-16 is available for viewing at 

http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-
management/ 

 

WETLANDS 

This winter, bridal creeper spraying will take place at the following wetlands; Rhyll Swamp, 
Ventnor Koala reserve, Fisher’s Wetland and Newhaven Swamp as part of the grant from 
Melbourne Water. Water Watch data collection has continued over winter with all wetlands 
full and overflowing. The most vocal of the frog species at the moment has been the 
Common Froglet. 
 

GRANTS 

Melbourne Water 2013/14 
We are still using the grant money from Melbourne Water during 2014 to control weeds 
within our wetlands. 
 
DEPI Coastal Risk Mitigation Grant 
Permits have now been obtained and construction of the the staircase at Aussie Track will 
commence when the weather improves. 
 
Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management Authority (Caring for our Country, 
Ramsar Grant) 
 
Weed work at Observation Point and vermin control have continued as part of this grant. 

http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-management/
http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-management/
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DEPI Coastcare Community Grants 2014 
We have been successful in a grant for ‘Protection of Hooded Plovers and Short-tailed 
Shearwaters’, which is funding new signage and equipment for Hooded Plover Watch 
volunteers. 
 
DEPI Wildlife Shelter Grants 2014 
We have been successful in obtaining a grant to support the development of a Wildlife 
Wildfire plan for the Summerland Peninsula.  Monies will also be spent on upgrading the 
Wildlife Clinic to support oil and fire response. 
 
Penguin Foundation 2014 
We have been successful in obtaining a grant from the Penguin Foundation to assist the 
development of the Wildlife Wildfire plan for the Summerland Peninsula this financial year. 
 
There is currently a new round of CoastCare grants available for the state. The Environment 
Department will be putting in for three small grant applications for weed control and 
revegetation in conjunction with local community groups at; the Colonnades, Kitty Miller Bay, 
and Cape Woolamai.  
 
Unfortunately we recently missed out on two grants from DEPI’s Communities for Nature 
Grants. A new round of Communities for Nature Grants is now open for 2014-15. We will be 
meeting to discuss new projects we can apply for.  
 
NORTH AND SOUTH COAST KEY AREA PLAN 

The draft report for the North and South Coast Key Area Plan will be presented to the Nature 
Parks Board in late August. 
 

COASTAL PROCESS STUDY  

The draft report for the Coastal Processes study has been received and will be presented to 
the Nature Parks Board in late August. 
 

OPERATIONS  

The old sheds at Conservation Hill were demolished on time and the site is now ready to 
prepare for revegetation. 
 
Works to improve the drainage and water run off around the Woolamai Surf Life Saving Club 
at Cape Woolamai should start in a few weeks. 
 
Repair of the asphalt trouble spots on Cape Woolamai Beach Road have been completed, we 
missed the financial year cut off for the line marking due to wet weather but will attempt to 
get that job done well before summer. 
 
The first three stages of the engineering repairs to the Churchill Island bridge have been 
completed along with the construction of the new entrance to the visitor center. 
 
The beach car park upgrade on the Summerland Peninsula has been completed with just 
minor signage to be put in.   
 
The June storm damage to the Nobbies visitor center has been repaired by our construction 
team and we are waiting on the lighting options to be delivered so the next stage of 
replacing the area lights at the Penguin Parade can begin. 
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RECENT PRESS RELEASES 

 
PORTicipate 
 
PORTicipate is the Port of Hastings Development Authority stakeholder engagement 
network.  It aims to gather key insights and generate open discussions with the community, 
by bringing together a team of interested community members and users to Western Port, to 
contribute views and ideas to the Container Expansion Project at the Port of Hastings. 
 
The third meeting for Porticipate was held in Cowes 31/07/2014.  The latest news and 
information is available from http://www.portofhastings.com/  
 
The Port of Hastings Development Authority are pleased to announce the completion of our marine 
and land-based site surveys program which began in December 2013.  The surveys included a marine 
geotechnical survey, marine geophysical survey, land-based geotechnical survey and a topographic 
survey and were completed over an eight month period. 
 
The largest program was the marine geotechnical survey.  Two jack-up barges began surveying in late 
December 2013, taking seabed samples from just over 100 sample locations predominantly within the 
existing shipping channels, anchorage and port areas of Western Port.   
 
Results of the surveys will provide the Authority with detailed baseline information needed to inform 
port design and detailed scientific studies over the next three years, as planning for the development 
project to create Victoria’s second container port at Hastings. continues. 
 
We would like to commend local fishers and mariners for following the Harbour Master’s direction to 
keep clear of the barges and vessels as the surveys were in progress.  
 
For further information please visit www.portofhastings.com, call 1300 149 478 or 
email enquiries@portofhastings.com.  

 
Vale Jan Gorman 
Former Nature Parks Wildlife Rehabilitation Ranger Jan Gorman passed away on 07/08/2014.  
The Nature Parks extends its sympathy to her friends and family.  For many years Jan 
assisted the sick and injured animals that came into our Wildlife Clinic as well as passing on 
her knowledge to new staff.  We acknowledge her contribution to the success that the 
Wildlife Clinic is today. 
 

http://www.portofhastings.com/
https://poh.consultationmanager.com.au/CommunicatorCallback.aspx?e=3574@poh.consultationmanager.com.au&url=http-CCOL-//www.portofhastings.com/
mailto:enquiries@portofhastings.com

