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Environment News                                                April 2014 

Dr Roz Jessop, Environment Manager, and Jarvis Weston, Ranger in Charge 

 
PEST PLANTS 

 
Work continued on kikuyu and couch follow up at Churchill Island, Surf Beach and 
Summerland Peninsula. Gorse work continued to protect the Crimson Berry site at Gap Road, 
staff met the DEPI weeds officer and the adjacent land manager on site to discuss progress 
with the Good Neighbour Gorse Program while contractors continued follow up towards 
Pyramid Rock.  
 
Financial year total to end of March was 2937 hours compared with 2932 hours this time last 
year. 
 
New boxthorn works included the neck area at Swan Lake and the Kitty Miller Bay to Berry 
Beach coastline where large bushes were winched out by contractor and staff. The piles of 
boxthorn will be burnt when fire restrictions are lifted. Many thanks to the adjacent 
landholders for their fantastic cooperation. 
 

 
Swan Lake: boxthorn (before) Swan Lake: boxthorn (after) 

 
Winch chain around a boxthorn stump Sam Brewin tackles a huge boxthorn at  
 Hutchison Beach 
 
 
The Ramsar project focused on gorse, boxthorn, cape ivy and kikuyu at Churchill Island, 
Fishers Wetland and Conservation Hill. 
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Summerland Peninsula weed work included boneseed, stinkwort, gorse, kunzea, cape ivy, sea-
spurge and kikuyu. Thistles and pittosporum were treated at Ventnor Koala Reserve and 
cretian trefoil at Cape Woolamai. 
 
REVEGETATION/VOLUNTEERS 

 
It has been a busy time organising the Kitty Miller Bay Project Revegetation Project. 1200 
employees of the Shi Kong Company from Taiwan will plant out over a hectare of Coastal 
Tussock Grassland. If all goes well over 20,000 tussock grasses will be planted over 3 days. 
We have a group of Certificate 3 (x12) students assisting the environment department, after 
Easter. 
 
A number of School groups have come through mainly doing maintenance on Project 
Penguin Home sites. 
 
NAB volunteers spent a day at Observation Point doing weed work as part of the Western 
Port Ramsar project. 
 
PEST ANIMALS  

 
Foxes 
 
Trapping and spotlighting is occurring in response to fox activity (scats and prints) detected 
at Swan Bay and Cape Woolamai.  The next fox baiting program is planned to occur in May 
when the shearwaters have departed on their migration.   
 
Dog Handler Appointed 
The new Dog Handler, funded by the Penguin Foundation has been appointed.  The fox 
detection dogs are due to arrive on the island in late April to complete their training and 
commence work searching for fox scats and fresh scent trails.  It is anticipated these dogs 
will increase detection levels and result in the removal of the remaining foxes.  Funding 
towards the costs of this program has been received from the Ian Potter Foundation. 
 

Please call 0419 369 365 if you 
have seen a fox on Phillip Island 
 
Cats 
 
A total of 105 feral cats have been removed to date with reactive trapping occurring in 
response to sightings.  With the cooler months approaching it is anticipated more cats will be 
trapped into winter as their energy demands increase and they seek out food in traps. 
 
Rabbits 
 
In conjunction with Landcare, rabbit monitoring and baiting occurred on the Summerland 
Peninsula, Forrest Caves, Surf Beach and Swan Bay to help protect indigenous vegetation. 
Rabbit control at Fishers Wetland is underway in an attempt to achieve eradication within the 
rabbit-proof fence. 
 

WILDLIFE 
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Hooded Plover  
 
2013-14 Hoodie Season totals: 8 chicks fledged. From 50 eggs there were 22 chicks (14 died 
before fledging) from 21 nests. Fledged chicks: 1 Saltwater Creek (Anchorage Rd), 1 
Elizabeth Cove (Ventnor west), 1 Silverleaves, 1 Woolshed Bight, 3 from Red Rocks following 
a huge effort by local volunteers, and 1 Elizabeth Cove (2nd clutch). All fledging was from 
nests on the north coast of the island. 
 

 
 
The graph appears to show a declining number of eggs (maybe a more pronounced decline 
if we didn’t find all the nests due to predation and storm/tide surges etc.) however the 
hatching and fledging rates have been maintained which may be due to the nest protection 
measures which started from the 1998-99 season. Please keep recording winter flock details 
etc. in the MyHoodie Portal at http://portal.myhoodie.com.au/ 
 

Hoodie Dates for your diary: 
 
‘Peninsula to Prom – End of Hoodie Breeding Season Meeting’ 
8th May 2014 at Phillip Island Nature Park (Education Pod) 10:30am-
3:00pm. (RSVP to Jon Fallaw jfallaw@penguins.org.au by 01/05/14) 
 
‘National Hoodie End of Season Meeting’ Friday 13th and Saturday 
14th June, Warrnambool (full details to be announced). 
 
 

Koalas 
 
At the end of March each year the Park is obliged by our Wildlife Displayer Permit conditions 
to complete a ‘return’ and submit it to the DEPI.  This year we reported having 30 koalas, 
two down from last year.  This was due to two deaths and no births in the 12 month period. 
 
Work on revitalizing the feed plantations continues and fencing has been improved to 
exclude wallabies from the new plantings. 
 
In accordance with the fire strategy for the Koala Conservation Centre the garden beds close 
to the buildings are being overhauled. The highly flammable species such as the Poa grasses 
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have been cut back to lessen the fire risk, and will be removed when we have new native 
plants to replace them. We are currently in the planning stage for replanting the garden 
beds.  The plan will be reviewed on site by a specialist from the CFA.  More information on 
garden design http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/landscaping/ 
 
The CFA outlines the following principals on their web site for landscaping in relation to bush 
fire: 
 
When modifying an existing garden or designing a new one, you need to consider the 
placement of garden beds, trees and other flammable objects. 
 
You should aim to keep the area around your house and other structures (such as carports 
and sheds) free of plants that can easily catch fire and then ignite the buildings. You should 
also separate the flammable elements from each other and the house itself. 
 
Garden design should incorporate the following four principles: 
• Create defendable space 
• Remove flammable objects from around the house 
• Break up fuel continuity (keep plants separate) 
• Carefully select, locate and maintain trees 
 
- See more at: http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/landscaping/#sthash.auW98PYV.dpuf 
 

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION AND ANIMAL WELFARE 

 
Since early February the wildlife rehabilitation team has responded to over 130 wildlife 
rescue calls on and around Phillip Island. These included possums, wallabies, magpies, Cape 
Barren Geese, turtles, kookaburras, a Swamp Harrier, peregrine falcon and a Brown 
Goshawk to name a few.  
 
We have been caring for a number of sick and injured Little Penguins. We received another 
penguin with a propeller strike injury, many underweight moulting adults and some 
struggling fledglings. We have had great success and were able to release all of these birds 
back to the wild in a fit, healthy condition. We also released the pre-moult penguin from 
Lakes Entrance, who we successfully got through her moult, and waterproofing was 
returned. Another shelter transferred an Australian Pelican to us with quite severe soft tissue 
damage to its ankle joint. We are also caring for a Barn Owl, which was underweight and 
weak, but has made a great recovery and is due for release.  
 
A shed, funded by a DEPI grant, has been constructed at the rear of the Wildlife Clinic for 
the storage of oiled wildlife rescue gear. This will create more space inside, and reduce the 
number of people accessing the centre during an oil spill. Two outdoor cages have also been 
constructed for ringtail possums.  
 
Preparation is underway for Exercise Penguino. We are fine-tuning our response procedures, 
to ensure they are streamlined, efficient and organized. We have also stocked up on 
additional equipment and reviewed the capacity potential of the building.  
 
Information regarding wildlife rescue and rehabilitation on Phillip Island, and living with 
wildlife, was presented at the community open day. Attendance was fantastic, and the 
community was enthusiastic about our work.  
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One of the Wildlife Rehabilitation Rangers will be attending the Australian Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Conference in Hobart at the end of May. This is an exciting opportunity to 
meet other experts in the field, and learn about the latest techniques and current affairs in 
the wildlife rehabilitation community.  
 
Short-tailed Shearwater Protection Program 
The Short-tailed Shearwater program is about to commence, with signage going out on the 
16th April.  We are not expecting a lot of fledglings as there seem to be little activity in the 
colony after the poor start to the breeding season. 
 

Shearwater rescue preparation begins 

 

The annual short-tailed shearwater migration is anticipated to begin late April and Phillip 

Island Nature Parks is seeking community support to ensure the safe passage of the birds.  

 

“We expect the shearwater chicks will depart 

sometime between April 18 and May 7,” said Jodi 

Bellett, wildlife rescue and rehabilitation officer at 

Phillip Island Nature Parks.  

 

“During that time birds may be on roads as they 

learn to fly. We urge drivers to take care.” 

 

The birds are known to flock to the San Remo 

bridge lights. As in past years, the bridge lights 

will be switched off for a few nights around April 

25 during the peak of departure. Signs will be 

placed at either end to warn drivers of the 

changed traffic conditions.  

 

“We thank SP AusNet, Vic Roads and Bass Coast 

Shire Council for their assistance in ensuring the 

safe migration of the birds from Phillip Island.”  

 

Nature Parks staff will be patrolling areas where the birds land on roads, particularly around 

Surf Beach, Cape Woolamai and near the Penguin Parade. Photo credit: Stuart Cameron 

 

Since the inception of the Shearwater Rescue Patrol in 1999, hundreds of birds have been 

saved from the roads as they attempt to fly. Community support has been instrumental in 

reducing the number of shearwaters killed or injured on roads.  

 

About short tailed shearwaters: 

Short-tailed shearwaters arrive on Phillip Island in September and spend the summer raising 

their single chick in a sand dune burrow. They undertake one of the most incredible 

migrations, flying 16,000km to feed near Alaska during our winter. Adults begin migration in 

mid-April; the chicks leave two weeks later with no guidance. Many chicks are killed each 
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year on the roads at night. Shearwater Rescue is an initiative to reduce these deaths. 

 

Media Enquiries: 

Ms Danene Jones - Communications Executive 

Tel:  +613 5951 2825  Mobile: 0418 402 161 Email: djones@penguins.org.au 

 
Bird surveys 
Rangers have been undertaking monthly bird surveys in 17 plots around the island. The 
collected data is then entered onto the national database held by BirdLife Australia. 
 
Recent highlights include sightings of Freckled Duck in three different wetlands. Australasian 
Shovellers in two different wetlands.  Three species of cuckoo at one site in the Ventnor 
Koala Reserve and Red-kneed Dotterel at Fishers wetland.  Doubled-banded Plovers have 
returned from New Zealand and can be seen on the beaches. Large numbers of migratory 
waders (shore birds) have left for breeding grounds in the northern hemisphere and resident 
species such as Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers and Hooded Plover are starting to form 
winter flocks. 
 

RISK MANAGEMENT  

 
A quarterly risk audit is currently being conducted and subsequent works will be carried over 
the next few months. 
 
The upgrade to the walking track from Conservation Hill to Rhyll was completed in late April. 
Work on the new section of the Oswin Roberts track has also been completed and the new 
loop is now open. Another new track going from a junction in the centre of Oswin Roberts to 
the concrete walking path that leads to Cowes is 95% completed. Repair works on the 
original central track through Oswin Roberts should be completed in the next month. 
 
Exercise Pinguino – Phase 2 
 
The Nature Parks has engaged Andy Smith from Kirkham-Smith Consultants to help develop 
and run an exercise scenario – Exercise Pinguino to activate and review the effectiveness of 
the Nature Parks wildlife response to a tier 2 pollution event (level 3 Wildlife Response - > 
200 birds).  The second part of the exercise will be on the 21 and 22 May 2014.  
Preparations for the exercise are well advanced and volunteers trained by the Nature Parks 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Rangers will be participating as well as staff from partner agencies. 
 
Generous grants from Exxon Mobil and the Penguin Foundation together with the Nature 
Parks are funding the exercise. 
 
FIRE 

 

We have had a relatively undisturbed fire season.  We have come across and extinguished 
ten beach/camp fires over the fire season so far. The last fire was located at YCW as a camp 
fire on a patrol by Environment Rangers. 

 

We are now developing the burn prescriptions for the autumn burning period; these include 
small burns at Fishers Wetland, Oswin Roberts, Churchill Island, Ventnor Koala Reserve and 
the Koala Conservation Centre. 
 



 

7 
 

po box 97 cowes victoria 3922 australia email contactus@penguins.org.au 

telephone +61 3 5951 2800 facsimile +61 3 5956 8394 website www.penguins.org.au 

abn 88 940 950 118 

We have received ‘the Cape Woolamai Reserve Asset Protection Zone Requirements draft’ 
that we are currently going through. Recently put out to tender ‘The Bushfire assessment for 
Cape Woolamai 2014 Brief’ and in waiting for Consultant’s responses. 

 

The PINP Fire Operations Plan 2013-16 is available for viewing at 

http://www.penguins.org.au/conservation/environment/conservation-programs/fire-
management/ 

 

WETLANDS 

No changes since last month regarding the wetlands and water watch. No sign of Growling 
Grass frogs over the summer period across the Island. 
 

GRANTS 

 
Melbourne Water 2013/14 
Work has been ongoing at Fisher’s wetland with water couch control (due to the low levels 
of water) and the start of woody weed control at Newhaven swamp by contractors. 
 
DEPI Coastal Risk Mitigation Grant 
Most permits have now been obtained and construction of the the staircase at Aussie Track 
will commence shortly. 
 
Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management Authority (Caring for our Country, 
Ramsar Grant) 
 
Weed work at Observation Point and vermin control have continued as part of this grant. 
 

Western Port Biosphere Growing Connections  
Weed control and revegetation works have been ongoing for this project on the Summerland 
Peninsula. 
 
Dahl Trust 
Work towards the new signage at the KCC partly funded by the Dahl Trust is nearing 
completion.  We hope to have the signs installed by the end of June.  The project also 
involves specialist care for the large of gum outside the visitor centre and plantings. 
 
Communities for Nature 2013 
More chipping of woody weeds that threaten Shearwater habitat at Ventnor west will be 
completed in the next couple of months, with follow up work on weed control and 
revegetation. 
 
DEPI Coastcare Community Grants 2014 
We still awaiting the outcome of the grants we have applied for.  
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RECENT PRESS RELEASES 

 
Community Embraces Phillip Island National Surfing Reserve Surfing Teams 
Challenge 
 
The Surfing Teams Challenge held to celebrate the first anniversary of the declaration of the 
Phillip Island National Surfing Reserve was a true recognition of what surfing is all about - 
fun, family, community and great waves. 
 
Throughout the day, 96 competitors in 12 teams battled it out on the perfect waves under 
the watchful eyes of judges Pal Caninas and Craig Clark along with a large, supportive 
crowd. Due to big swells, the event was relocated from Cape Woolamai to Flynns Reef to 
cater for the wide range of competitor ages. 
 
With only a handful of points between the first and fifth teams, the winning team was 
‘Pirates Blue’ captained by John Mason with team members; Tanner Mason, Nick Hugisloot, 
Brock Jeffrey-Warren, Amber Goldsbury, Cameron Goldsbury, Dean Bould and Tony Reid.  
 
‘Archysurf’ team came in second with ‘Island Surfboards’ in third, ‘The Wave Pinchers’ in 
fourth and ‘The Super 8s’ in fifth place.  
 
There was a strong community spirit on display with teams like the ‘Seven Dwarves’ made 
up of local surfer Peter Chaston with seven Super Groms. The ‘Wave Pinchers’ team 
comprised several generations of surfers from the Fincher family, including surfing legend 
Dave Fincher who still hits the waves aged 70 plus.  
 
“Everyone got stuck right into it,” said Geoff Owens, Event Coordinator and member of the 
Phillip Island National Surfing Reserves Community Working Group. 
 
“There was such a great feeling of camaraderie. After one year, the Surfing Reserve seems 
to have worked well and has given surfing a really high profile,” Geoff said. 
 
Competitors commented on the community spirit of the event and how the tag-team format 
and team make-up allowed for surfers of all ages and styles to have a go: 
 
“I thought it was fantastic, I had a great time. Mother Nature came to the party with great 
waves and weather and it was a good crowd. The Phillip Island National Surfing Reserve is 
fantastic and the beaches are a very special part of my life and should be preserved,’ said 
Sandy Ryan from the ‘Island Surfboards’ team who donated their prize money to the Surfaid 
charity. 
 
“It was really fun working as a team - everyone enjoyed themselves. National Surfing 
Reserves are definitely a good idea, they help to preserve the beaches and having an event 
like this every year is a great thing,” said young Walter Hiatt from the ‘Wave Pinchers’ team. 
 
Andy Neal who heads up Newhaven College’s Surfing Academy said: “It was a great 
gathering of the surfing tribe – the best I’ve ever seen. The National Surfing Reserve is a 
special thing to have to recognise the places and surfing history. It’s a great way to say to 
people when they arrive on the Island that these places are important and somewhere we 
care about.” 
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Phillip Island surfing legend Bob Matthews added: “The day was sensational. The best part 
was seeing the young and old blokes working together as one surfing community - that’s 
what surfing on Phillip Island is. The National Surfing Reserve is great - I see people in 
tourist buses pulling up and getting their photos taken next to the plaque at Cape Woolamai 
and looking out to the surf in awe.”   
 
As well as the cash prizes, over $3000 worth of goods were donated by local businesses 
including Island Surfboards, Reece, Outereef, Islantis, Slide and Full Circle.   
 
The Phillip Island National Surfing Reserve community project continues to be proudly 
supported by: Bendigo Community Bank San Remo, Cowes and Grantville; Ramada Phillip 
Island and Wyndham Resort Torquay; Karoon Gas, Phillip Island Nature Parks; Bass Coast 
Shire Council; Phillip Island Board Riders Club and Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving Club.  
 
Surfer star Glyndon Ringrose summed up the event: “It was a great day and brought a lot of 
people together to surf and the community came and watched too. The Phillip Island 
National Surfing Reserve is a great idea to look after our environment and to care for the 
places where we love to go and surf. The beaches are a very special part of my life and 
should be preserved.” 
 
It is hoped the Surf Teams Challenge will become a regular event on the surfing calendar. 
Information and ongoing updates about the Phillip Island National Surfing Reserve can be 
found on Facebook: ‘Phillip Island NSR’. 
 

Media contact: 

Sally O’Neill 0408 101 976  sally.oneill@bigpond.com 

 
Nature Parks expertise to inform port planning 
 
Following recent discussions with the Port of Hastings Development Authority (The 
Authority), Phillip Island Nature Parks has agreed in principle to provide independent 
expertise and information on penguins and seals to the Authority, in relation to its proposed 
container expansion at the Port of Hastings. 
  
The Authority has also agreed that any information provided by the Nature Parks will be 
made public at an appropriate time in the planning process for the container expansion 
project. 
  
The Nature Parks will continue to work with the Authority over the coming months to finalise 
the terms of the Nature Parks’ involvement in the detailed studies for the container 
expansion project.  
  
The Nature Parks will also maintain its representation as a key environmental stakeholder on 
Porticipate (the Port of Hastings stakeholder engagement network). 
  
Media enquiries regarding the Nature Parks independent expert role: 
Danene Jones - Communications Executive 
Tel:  +613 5951 2825  Mobile: 0418 402 161 Email: djones@penguins.org.au 
  
Further information on the Port of Hastings Development Authority: 
Tel: 1300 149 478 
 


