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Community Advisory Committee Minutes   

Meeting held 4:00pm Thursday 13 th December 2012 at the  
Education Pod – Summerlands  

1 Welcome & Apologies  

1.1 The Chair declared the meeting open, acknowledged the traditional custodians of this land and paid respect to the elders past and present. 

Attendance / Apologies are listed below. 

Environment Committee:  Penny Manning, Mike Cleeland, Paul Smith, Bessie Tyers, Nicola Tregear. 

Community Committee:  Stella Axarlis (CHAIR & Board), Cr. Kimberley Brown, Deborah Holland, Patsy Hunt, Christine Grayden, Pauline Taylor, Stephen Fullarton, Jane Daly, 
Margaret Hancock, Elizabeth Shaw. 

In Attendance:  Andrew Paxton (Board), Matthew Jackson (Chief Executive Officer), Dr Roz Jessop (Environment Manager), Hayley Smith (Executive Assistant - Minutes ). 

Apologies:  Catherin Bull (Chair and Board),Stephen Davie (Board), Michael Whelan, Tim Ealey, Gill Hardman, Alison Creighton, Louise Parsons, Tania Maddigan, Alan Gostelow 
(Board).  

On behalf of the Committee, the Chair extended a warm welcome to new committee member representing Bass Coast Shire Council, Cr. Kimberley Brown. 

2 Minutes fro m Previous Meeting  ACTIONS STATUS 

2.1 Previous minutes for the meetings held on 25th October 2012 were accepted as a true and correct record of the proceedings. 
Moved: Christine Grayden    Second: Bessie Tyers 
It was requested that those who make “comment” or “response” be identified by name in the minutes. 

  

3 Matters Arising from Previous Minutes  ACTIONS STATUS 

3.1 Signage – Hooded Plovers 
Comment:  Paul Smith commented on Council signage he had seen for a (separate) Hooded Plover program during a recent 
trip along the South Coast. 

DECEMBER 2011 
Paul Smith to provide 
photos of the signage to 
Roz Jessop. 

Pending. 
Update: January 
2013: Environment 
Manager to follow up. 

3.2 South Coast Community Planning Group 
Nicola Tregear will report to the Environment Committee at the next meeting on planning topics currently being considered by 
the Phillip Island South Coast Community Planning group. 

APRIL 2012 
Nicola Tregear to 
present report at next 
meeting. 

Pending. 
Update: January 
2013: Environment 
Manager to follow up. 

3.3 Environment Plan 
The Board has also approved the Environment Plan 2012-17 which is now awaiting endorsement by Department of 
Sustainability and Environment (DSE) prior to printing and distribution. 29 submissions were received as part of the 
consultation process undertaken during drafting, with the main matter of discussion being dogs on beaches. The Nature Parks 
will continue to work with Council on an island-wide approach to the issue and will report back to community for comment. After 
endorsement by DSE, the Plan will be distributed to the community and stakeholders. The Plan will be available for committee 
members as soon as possible. 
The CEO congratulated the Environment team for their work on the Plan and thanked the community for contributing to the 
development process. 
Comment:  Pauline Taylor suggested that the “Environment News” summary provided to committee members could be 
included in local newspapers. 
Response:  The CEO advised that the “Know Your Nature Parks” column appears in local newspapers and the next edition is 
soon. 

AUGUST 2012:  
Environment Manager 
to present to the 
Committees at the 
October meeting 
regarding the 
Environment Plan 2012-
17. 

 
Pending. 
 
Update: 
The presentation has 
been rescheduled to 
February 2013 
because of time 
restraints at the 
December meeting. 
 
Also see Items 4.2 
and 5.1. 
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3.4 Bushfires 
New (fire preventative) restrictions associated with cleared areas around residential properties were discussed.  It was noted 
that the pine trees along Cleeland’s Road reserve would need to be removed by the BCSC when the San Remo Ranch Pty Ltd 
(Woolamai House) development went ahead. There was some confusion around associated costs and if they were payable by 
the BCSC (ratepayers) or the developer. It was suggested a representative from CFA could be invited to present to the 
committee about any new restrictions in place. 

AUGUST 2012:  
CEO to invite CFA to 
present. 
Cr Jane Daly to raise 
the matter with Council. 

Complete. 
See Item 6.1 

3.5 Groundswell Presentation 
Pauline Taylor extended her thanks to Dr Peter Dann and Dr Roz Jessop for their attendance at the recent Groundswell 
meeting to discuss climate change on Phillip Island. 
A forum titled “Insurance and Climate change is scheduled for 12th September at 7:00pm in Cowes. 

AUGUST 2012: 
Roz Jessop to pass on 
thanks to Peter Dann 
on behalf of the 
Groundswell group. 

Complete. 

3.6 Rangers Box at Flynn’s Roundabout 
Comment:  It was commented that the appearance of the area at Flynn’s roundabout could be improved (i.e. weeds within the 
roundabout) and the rangers box appears to need paint. 
Response: The Nature Parks will pass on feedback in relation to weeds within the roundabout as it is a VicRoads 
responsibility however the Nature Parks will address the matter as urgent. The Nature Parks will review the condition of the 
rangers box. 

Nature Parks to review 
the condition of the 
rangers box at Flynn’s 
roundabout. 
CEO to pass on 
feedback to VicRoads 
regarding weeds at 
Flynn’s roundabout. 

Complete. 
The rangers box has 
been painted and the 
door has been 
replaced. Roundabout 
has been weeded and 
sprayed. 

4 Phillip Island Nature Park s - Update  ACTIONS STATUS 

4.1 Amway 
Chair acknowledged all who contributed to the success of the Amway India event including Nature Parks’ staff, Bass Coast 
Shire Council staff and volunteers. The guests were split into groups and over the day and enjoyed a visit to each attraction 
with afternoon tea staggered at various sites, and then a dinner at the Penguin Parade altogether. The event, with 4000 
visitors, was the largest single event movement held in Victoria. 
Comment:  Patsy Hunt raised concern about possible negative effects on the visitor experience at the Koala Conservation 
Centre due to the large amount of visitors at one time.  
Comment:  Patsy Hunt enquired as to whether the KCC was closed due to Amway as the gates at the attraction appeared to 
be closed. 
Response:  The CEO advised that the KCC should have been open to the general public prior to 2pm. 
Comment:  Christine Grayden enquired around waste management. 
Response:  The CEO advised that all waste had been collected and removed. 
Comment: Christine Grayden suggested that there be more bins provided for the next event of this size.  
Committee members congratulated the Nature Parks’ team for the successful execution of the Amway India event.  

  

4.2 Environment Plan 2012-17 
Committee members were each provided with a hard copy of the final printed Phillip Island Nature Parks Environment Plan 
2012-2017 as endorsed by the Department of Sustainability and Environment. The CEO expressed thanks to all community 
members and stakeholders involved in consultation during development of the plan. 29 formal submissions were received.  
Comment: Patsy Hunt asked if the plan is available on the Nature Parks website. 
Response:  The Environment Manager confirmed that the plan is now available on the Nature Parks’ website 
www.penguins.org.au 

  

4.3 Shearwater Festival and Launch of the Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) (combined event) 
The CEO reported that the Shearwater Festival which included the launch of the Phillip Island Nature Parks RAP was a 
positive event and congratulated all involved. The Festival will now become an annual event. 

CEO will pass on 
feedback to the Food 
and Beverage team and 

Complete. 
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Comment:  Mike Cleeland commented on the success of the festival and thanked all those involved. He did however raise the 
fact that there were not enough café staff present at the Nobbies Centre resulting in poor level of service.  
Response:  The CEO raised challenges faced around staffing the Nobbies due to low visitation and event peaks  
Comment:  Pauline Taylor made positive comment around the Shearwater Festival including the artists who performed. 
Pauline further commented that she had also received negative comments from community members regarding service at the 
Nobbies café and suggested use of the upstairs kitchen.  
Response:  The CEO reported that survey results indicate a balance of feedback regarding food and beverage at the nobbies. 
Comment:  Christine Grayden made positive comment towards presence of indigenous elders at the event.  
Committee members noted Churchill Island as a possible venue for next year’s festival. 

investigate the matter. 

4.4 General Update - CEO: 

• The new www.penguins.org.au is now live. The site incorporates user-friendly technology and includes a higher focus on 
environment, research, education and community. 

• The Minister for Environment and Climate Change, The Hon. Ryan Smith will formally launch the Phillip Island National 
Surfing Reserve on 16th March 2013 which will be the first National Surfing Reserve in Victoria. Planning for the launch is 
underway including a booklet for endorsement by the National Surfing Reserve Board. 

• YTD visitation is up by 23,210 (7.83%) both domestic and international. 

• The Nature Parks will proceed to endorse the Bass Coast Municipal Fire Management Plan 2011-14, an overarching plan 
for all agencies across the Bass Coast Shire. 

• A risk mitigation grant has been received from DSE to rectify “Aussie Track” (east of the Colonnades) it as it is currently a 
risk. Work will commence after completion of the Sunderland Bay boardwalk project (Christmas). 

• So far over 500 tickets have been sold for the upcoming Melbourne Symphony Orchestra (MSO) event on Saturday 2nd 
February. Event capacity is 3000 people. If successful the event will become annual under a 5-year contract. The 
Serenade at Sunset will be held the following day (Sunday 3rd February) will feature the Melbourne City Opera as well as 
local artists. The event has been organised through a Corinella community group. 
Comment:  Penny Manning asked if tickets were available at local information centres. 
Response:  The CEO confirmed that tickets are available at local visitor centres as well as via the Nature Parks website. 

• The Nature Parks recently won the Governor of Victoria Export Awards (state award) in the category of “Small to Medium 
Business” and was a finalist at the National awards in Canberra recognising international export of the tourism product. 

  

4.5 Environment Update – Environment Manager: 

• Weed work continues as part of the Summerlands rehabilitation project. 
• Volunteers have assisted with penguin boxes at Summerlands and planting at Newhaven swamp. 

Comment: Mike Cleeland raised that short-tailed shearwaters had been run-over along the esplanade at Surf Beach. 
Response:  The Environment Manager advised that the Shearwater rescue program would continue to run next year and 
consideration will be given to inclusion of the esplanade at Surf Beach. 
Comment:  Jane Daly raised concern for the Surf Beach colony and highlighted that bollards similar to those along the 
South Coast Road would be a suitable alternative to resolving parking issues along that area. 
Response:  The CEO informed that the Nature Parks had provided input to Council on the matter and has also 
recommended bollards. Consultation will be conducted by Council who manage the area of concern. 

• Work on the Ramsar project continues – rabbit and cat control, plus weed work at Observation Point and along the 
Western Port coast line. 

• Cameras have recently detected 2 foxes, one near Surf Beach and the other at one Cape Woolamai. Baiting continues. 
• Cat control also continues. The Nature Parks promotes responsible pet ownership in collaboration with Council. 

There are currently 11 recorded hooded plover nests with 28 eggs and 3 chicks. Unfortunately two chicks previously under 
monitor have gone missing and some nests were washed out by high tides in other areas.  
A new data portal site www.myhoodie.com.au/ is now live and assists with management of breeding Hooded Plovers 
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across the state. Volunteers are encouraged to contact Jon Fallaw (administrator for Phillip Island) to gain access. 
• This year’s relocation of penguin chicks from the Penguin Parade car park has commenced. Some chicks in the colony 

have died due to starvation - conditions are improving. 

5 Environment Plan 2012 -2017 ACTIONS STATUS 

5.1 Due to time restraints this item was postponed. See also Item 4.2. Presentation rescheduled to February.   

6 CFA Presentation  ACTIONS STATUS 

6.1 There was a presentation to the group by Scott Hamilton and Damien O’Connor from the Country Fire Authority (CFA). 

Videos and presentations are available on the CFA web site http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/ and You-Tube. Call CFA on 000 in case 
of fire. 

Comment:  Patsy Hunt enquired as to the format of fire warnings provided to reach those who are not so ‘tech savy’. 
Response:  In collaboration with all agencies involved, warnings are distributed in areas of concern using media alerts 
including TV, Facebook and radio. 
New mobile technology also allows warnings to be distributed to all mobiles located within a certain radius of a selected 
telecommunications tower, and also to those billed with (only available via Telstra at this stage).  
Comment:  Christine Grayden asked what legal action is taken in regards to fires on beaches? 
Response:  If it is contravening local fire laws, it is a police matter (police should be notified). 
Comment:  Patsy Hunt raised that she knew of people recently using logs from Moonah trees for their fire.  
Comment: Mike Cleeland asked if local fire services would be affected by the recent funding cut by the State Government. 
Response:  The cut will not affect standard fie services. 
Comment:  Mike Cleeland enquired as to special measures in place to protect local reserves and made reference to the 
bushfire at Oswin Roberts Reserve in 1956. 
Response (Nature Parks):  The Nature Parks continues controlled burns. Wildfire management assessment and 
recommendations for Oswin Roberts Reserve are in progress which will include scenarios for rapid spread of fire and re-
evaluation of current fire breaks. 
Comment:  Mike Cleeland asked if Phillip Island would be in danger due to falling embers if there was a fire on French Island. 
Response:  DSE and Parks Victoria manage the land and do significant work to protect it from fire including fire breaks.  
It was noted that residents can a request a CFA representative visit their property for advice. This is a free service provided by 
CFA. 
Comment:  Stephen Fullarton asked if the Nature Parks should be equipped with a fire truck (tanker).  
Response  (Nature Parks) : The Nature Parks is equipped with “Slip Ons” (fire units), plus (2) specialised fire vehicles located 
at the Penguin Parade and the Koala Conservation Centre. 

  

Community and Environment Advisory Committee members separated to commence individual committee meetings. A hard copy of the Environment News update was made available to 
all committee members. 

7 Matters A rising and Advice from Committee M embers  (community):  ACTIONS STATUS 

7.1 2013 Meetings 
The meeting schedule for 2013 was provided to committee members. 
Comment:  Patsy Hunt raised concern that there is no meeting for a 3-month gap between April and August. 
Response:  It was advised that this is due to timing around the 2013 Board schedule. The Chair noted the date of Wednesday 
26th June for an additional mid-year meeting; subject to consultation with another committee around location. There was 
agreement from the committee. To be confirmed. 

Executive Assistant to 
email revised meeting 
dates to members 
*pending confirmation 
of June meeting. 

 

7.2 Roadside Vegetation – Harbison Track 
Comment:  Jane Daly commented that the roadside vegetation along Harbison Track had decreased significantly. 

CEO to pass on 
feedback to Council.  
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Response:  The CEO advised that the area is managed by Council but he will follow this up. 

7.3 Seat at Pyramid Rock 
Comment:  Pauline Taylor enquired as to whether the lattice obstructing the view from the seat at Pyramid Rock could be 
removed or if the seat could be moved to higher ground. 
Response:  The CEO noted the comment and advised he will follow up. 

CEO to follow up 
regarding relocation of 
the Pyramid Rock seat 
or removal of the lattice. 

 

7.4 Friends of Churchill Island (FOCIS) 
Christine Grayden reported as follows: 

• The house and cottages have been recently cleaned (FOCIS working bee)   

• There has been a donation of various 19th-century replica clothing pieces (Cheryl Strap). Cheryl used to make replica 
costumes and has involvement with Churchill Island in the past. The committee viewed an example costume. 
Christine suggested the purchase of manikins, wigs and additional signage to display the costumes at Churchill Island.  

• A metal gate will soon be installed in the dining room to deter visitors from sitting at the dining table. 
Christine also suggested a new hall runner for the hall in the house as the current runner is too thin. 

Christine Grayden to 
email details regarding 
suggested manikins 
and wigs to the CEO 
including costs. 

 

8 Terms of Reference Update    

8.1 The Chair thanked committee members for their feedback regarding the Community Advisory Committee Terms of Reference 
(TOR). The committee noted that after review of feedback, minimal changes were required. A minor spelling error was raised 
only. 
The following ongoing points around representation and membership as included in the draft were also noted: 

• There will be membership application process (two-year term). 
• Continuous members can provide notice expressing that they would like to continue for an additional term by writing to 

the Chair. 
• Members of key community groups in the role of President or Secretary plus individual community members are 

welcome. 

The Chair highlighted the importance that input is gained from all areas of the community and requested that a current list of 
community group representation be emailed to committee members for their feedback and suggestions regarding any 
additional groups that they feel should be represented. A revised draft TOR will available at the next meeting. 

Comment:  Jane Daly enquired as to how the Community Advisory Committee can remain informed regarding the Environment 
Advisory Committee.  
Response:  Both community and environment advisory committee minutes are now available in the “Community” section on the 
Nature Parks’ website. In addition, both sets of minutes will now be distributed to both committees. 
Comment:  Stephen Fullarton enquired as to who determines the role and membership of the committee. 
Response:  As indicated in the Terms of Reference (Chair of the committee – Board member). 

Local farmers, the Better Beef Group and Landcare were highlighted as key local groups.  

Executive Assistant to 
email the committee’s 
current community 
group representation to 
committee members. 
 
Committee members to 
provide feedback to the 
Chair around 
community group 
representation including 
identification of any 
gaps/suggestions. 

Complete 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 Other Business    

9.1 Nil   

10 Next Meeting    

10.1 The meeting was closed at 6:12pm. 

The next committee meeting will be on Thursday 21st February 2013, 4.00pm at the Education Pod.  

The Chair extended her best wishes to all for the festive season. Members were presented with a Christmas hamper in thanks 
for their contribution. 

  

 


